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CAN YU HELP THE BSFA?

He would 1ike to publiclse the BSF., with post-
ers in Librartes, CoTleges, schools and recreaticn
centres, stc.

If you can place a few of these small posters
fn your area or town, please contact me by postcard,
giving your name and address, with how many pesters
you can realistically use,

dle would be most grateful for your assistance,

rite to: David A. Symes, 3, Hannington Rd, Bosc-
onbe, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH7 6JT,
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Inhabitants of the Borough of Hyndburn will have heen
treated o an exhibitlon of Science Fiction Drawings
by BSFA member Richard Bancroft; nice, one Richard!
Cover: Dave Kirkbride/lntericrs: Derek Harkness =2.
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i'd Tike to start by making an announcement |d
hoped not to make for some monthse During the past
few weeks a chance came to apply for a new job within
the Wirral Library Service. | tock the chance and got
the job, but it will Teave me with far less free time
in the future. Hence, | am going to have to step down
from WATRIX as socon as possible after the next ssue
Instead of, as | had originally planned, after Laster.
'n reluctent to do this, especially as my attempts to
fmprove HATRIX s.em to be working (I now have more
material on file or promised than ever before), but |
am equally refuctant to give up all involvement n the
BSFA, which is a position | may be forced into 1f a
real clash between my home 1ife, my work, the BSFA,
and my other interests starts develcping.

WATRIX, then, 1s looking for another editor. If
anyone would like to take over, please contact me. The
Tdea 1s that my successor and | collaborate Yn soms
way on an Issue hefore | bow out altogether; in this
way, some of-the teethlng troubles which | found in
my first couple of issues may be avoided, Of course,
you (the next edltor, whoever you are) may feel that
you can do a better job completely on your own - f
so, that's quite OK, Editing HATRIX ¥s a job | have
found rewarding; | must point cut that 1t does involve
a great deal of time-consuming work ~ especially the
typong} ~ but [ have thoroughly enjoyed the fesling of
contact with other BSFA members that |'ve gained from
the job.

Maybe | could say a few words about what | have
been trying to do over the last few issues. ly aims in
editing WATRIX have been to provide a BSFA members fore
um; through BSFa News, the clubs column, and readers!
letters discussing SF, the BSFA, fandom and anything
else members find of interest; to provide posfitive
feedback to the BSFA, This means that your letters are
a vital component of the zine, and I'm pleased that
more and more people are writing Tn ~ even though this
does mean that despite heavy editing (and 1f you think
the letters are long you should sea them when | get
then!) the Tetters pages have a tendancy to 'creep's

Secondly, #.TRIX should report on past major events
in the SF world, and give an Ydea of what is coming up
In the future.

Thirdly, it should provide interesting andinformative
features, short articles, interviews, reviews of non-
book or film media, etc. contributed Targely by membw
ers with perhaps the occasional 'quest plece'.

The succes or otherwise of the linTRIX editor in
attaining these aims depends very much on the partic-
fpation of the membership., in either producing stuff
directly or sug esting Ytems which they would like to
sees As I've said, | now have a fair ancunt of material
on file or promised ~ with one exception. That exception
Is artworkl 'That has happened to all you artists???

Any of the above categories of materlal will be wele
czme, but MiTxtX especially needs cover art and fillers.



And so, a brief look at this issue, which tn-
corporates some of the long-ternm changes | had
hoped t make. | have amalgamated the clubs col-
umn, the fanzine reviews and what | hope to be a
regilar series on other fandoms or naticnal fan
groups into a "F.MDOM FEATURE" into which will
also go short pieces on aspscts of fandenm, should
any ap ear. Fanzine coverage is, for many pecple,
a useful service and | want to run a 'Fanzines
Recieved!column, giving hasic details - cost, price,
adress ~ 1n conjunction with Tonger, in-depth re-
views of selected titles or aspects of fanzines,
such as that done by Roger Haddingten in this issue.

WATRIX has something of a transatlantic flavour
this ssue, with Cyril Simsa's report of his recent
Canadian trip taking in the Vancouver Conventicn, and
a Jook at the U.S. National Fantasy Fan Federation.
Next issue we return home with a piece on the Brit-
ish Fantasy Society, written spscially for us by the
editor of its "™Bulletin” ( and former collegue of
the WATRIX editor from my days in the London Hor-
ough of Newhan Library Service - who said it wasn't
a small werld?), Dave Roeder. #lso included hereln
for your entertainment and edification are another
comsetition, an article by fary Sawygr (whate. 7 How
on sarth did that get here?), and an interview. At
time of typing this editorial I'm not sure which
“interview; the one !'d scheduled for this fssue
doesn't look 11ke coming so 1'11 probably bring
forward that conducted by Peul Fraser which I'd
originally intended for next issue! {Prospective
editors please note - this is the sort of thing
that will shorten the length of y:ur fingernails
considerablyl)

fly 1ittle polemic last issue drew a fair amount
of response, mest if not all, 1'm pleesed to say,
agreeing with the stand | took. Considering that |
attacked a book last time, maybe in the good old
English tradition of balance and fair play I should
find something tc praise for this issue. Actually,
| haven't had far to look.

Probably the most interesting book I've read
this year - if not the best: that henour goes to
Kingsley Anis! THE ALTERATION - is a new venture
from the left-wing publishers Pluto Press. ECCTOP1 A,
hy Ernest La11enbach, tz11s the story, in fictional
form, of a breakaway scciety which sets out to
solve the problem of how a rich nation can live in
harmony with nature. !t is very nuch a blueprint
for a pos:ible future bascd on socialist/anarchist
values; fcaturing recycling, workers' control, Al-
ternative Technclogy, feminism etc.; in fact, the
sort of thing you get in magazines like UNDERCUR ENTS,
PEACE NEUS and the likee In fact, | strongly sus-
pect that the author of the GBC TV Play for Today,
STARGAZY ON ZUNKERDGUN must have read the book (it has
been available in America since 1975 although it
has only just be n published here), if only because
the play was so strongly E4GLISH while the book is
so strongly AHERICAN, yet both deal with a future in

~3e

which the Alternative Society has become reality, How-
ever, even if you don't agres with the values the book
proposes, 1t's worth checking out simply for its effec t-
tve picture of a very different society. Call it, if iou
like, the positive side of which John runner's THE SHEEP
LOCK UP is the negatives ‘ :

Interesting what vou pick un in junkshops. The other
day | was browsing in a second=hand shop, looking for;
something to read, when | discovered a copy of THE SARNT
HYSTERY HAGHZINE. Now, I'm quite a fan of the Saint, or
rather was = | haven't actually read any Saint bocks For
some years - but what actually caught my eye was the.
fact that this issue lHov. 1961) se med to be almest ent-
irely written by SF/Fantasy uriters {Robert Bicch, Hiriam
AMlen de Fard, and Philip Jose Farmer).

Hlaturally, | bought it. énd found cne item which should
be of interest to Farmer fans.{Now 1'17 get Farmer fans
and experfs in SF bibliography writing in and saying "ie
knew all that already?, but let it pass, l found it int-
eresting.) The "armer story, "Uproar in Acheron", con-
cerned a theme 9rich | knew had obsessed Faemer since very
early in his career, but | wasn't aware how early. I'n
talking of course of the 'Resurrection' theme which is
the centre of his 'Riverworld' novels. In YWproar in Ach-
eron® a trav 11ing quack doctor and his assistant run a
racket consisting of 'demonstrating' a technique which
will bring the dead back t 1life, and then "benafiting!
the community by raising evryone's dead relatives. Uf
corse, things den't get as far as that, because everyone
has some reason why the dead should stay dead, and Doc
can be bribedes

an inter:sting 10p worth, a d one which for me, has
thrown a Tot of light on Farmer's more recent books.

and that, as they say, is all for now. Keep the material
coming, and « please - let's have a volunteer for ny re-

placement!
(Andy)
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T Thanks to John runner for pointing cut an error in the
Tist of award wimners, which should have said:

1969 STAND O ZaiZIBAR John Prunner

1970 THE JAG-ED ORBIT John “runner

THE LIBRARY

T falcon Edwards has recently written from the SF Found-
ation kindly informing us that some of the RSFi: Library
books are in a poor condition due to their being leaned

4o members over a number of years (I'm not suggesting mal-
treatment, though no doubt that has occurred in some
cases, just the wear and tear of heavy use). Consequently,
sone connittes members intend to visit the SF Foundation

to inspect the library.



1t's the feeling of the majority of the comm-
jtee that the damaged bocks plus the older,
rarer books should be designated zs not for post-
al loan (books have be n Tost in the post)a
Knowing the feeling that the library seems
tc stir up {7d Tike some fesdback from you be-
fore we take any decision on this.

COLLATION, ETC.

Following the AGHl's suggestion that 1 e comn=
{ttee buy assistance when needed, 3 students were
hired to assist with collating, stapling etc. of
the last maillng. These, along -ith Kieth Freeman,
Dave Yingrove and Andy Muir managed to get the
mailing out in one weckend, The students were paid
£1 an hour and the outlay was £37.50. As far as
the reqular collators were soncerned, this was
money well spent and student Tabour will be used
again until VECTOR returns to a litho format.

CORITTEE MEETING.

These usually take place in London which tends
to preclude the attendance of our nobthern coll-
eagues, so to give them a fair crack of the whip the
meeting on 11th “une 1978 was held 1n Tranmere at
the residence of "Andy awyer. Thanks to Andy, his
wife and offspring for entertaining us all,

The following major topics were discussed and
some of the points raised were:-

(VECTOR) Dave Wingrove gave an outiine of the

1ikely materfal in the next seven 1ssues. It was
agreed the issue due out at the time of the 1578
forldeon would be a special Worldcon Yssue and would
be fully lithced.

(HATRIX) Andy Jauyer gave details of what he in-
tended to pubiish in liatrix, the comnnittee agreed
with Andy's alms and understood Andy's problems

in getting suitable material. Andy announced his
tntention of resigning in the near future,

(TANGENT) 14 was accepted that the twe require-
ments on lan L]ar‘bu’t’c to orint material from as

many people as possible and to print the bast
materlal avallable were often contradictory, but

1 was agreed that this must be the ideal to alm
for. To give scope to the contributors 11 was

agread TANGENT would aim to print one 5000 word
story and for stories of less than 2000 words eachs
1t was also felt that with the apparent demise of
CYCLOTRCN there was a place for artlcles on

writing within TANGENT,

(ADVERTISING) Phi1 Stephensn-Payne was congratulat-
ed on obtalning the paperback advert which was

(and sti11 1s) doing well. |1 was agreed that furth-
er paperback ads were an obvious priority, [t was
noted that ads to attract subscribers ta VECTOR 1n
the States had not done well whereas a mentlon in
the GALAXY Tetter column of the BSFA (by Dave Win=
grove] had produced good results; thus all future
advertising would be of the BSFA. It was accepted
that it was worth continuing with the News-shots
(publieity material) but this would be revieved
in Ngvember.

=ha

(BIBLIOGRAPHIES) Philip K Dick had not responded toletters
thus this bibliography was halted. Even though 1t was prov=-
ing difficult to get material for those bibliographies to
go with the Tistings of published material the committee
felt it was worth continuing with them.
(THE CARNELL/BSFA ANARD) After discussion it was agreed
to retain the same eligibility rules this year as Tast
year, |t was further agreed to try cut 3 further categor-
les:~ Best collection/anthology

Best media production (1.e. anything not printed)

Best book jacket §1lustration
Continuance of these categories w uld depend on membership
response in hominating material & subsequent voting.
(VICE CHALRMAN'S JOB) Tom Jones said everyone so far app-
roached had declined to accept the post and no volunteers
had come farward. Tom said he would continue to pursue
the matter as he had no intention of staying on for an
extra term.
(BUSINESS IiiHAGER) Phil Stephensen-Payne said he was
haopy to hand over to Trev Briggs who was already per-
forming a considerable portion of the job as Vector Busa
iness flanager, particularly as a recent promotion at work
had meant he had considerably less spare times
(TRADE FAHZINES) 3311 Little had reported that few of the
fanzines receiving trade copies of VECTCR were in fact
trading. It was agreed a further final Tetter would be
sent to these fanzines and any editor not responding would
be removed from the trade list.
(COHPANY SECRETARY) Kevin Spith was co-opted onto the Coun-
¢i1 of the BSFA as Company ecretary.
(FINANCE) Chris Unmpleby reported that the financi-1 state
of the BSFA was Improving rapidly, the account at present
being in credit to the tune of about £1,500. It was agreed
that the deposit account would be increased to £500, pro-
viding an adequate backstops It was further agreed to ins
vestigate the pos:ibility of purchasing equipment, e.g.
an electric typewriter, large electric staplers

tell, | hope that gives you some idea as to what the
committes talk abcut at their mestings, Mext tssue I'11
give you an idea of the items (anything up to 80) covered
in a typical comnittee Round Robins

bye,
Tom Jonese
I T T T T T il
A STATEWENT FROM THE COWMNITITEE

(( LAST IS UE FEATURED A LONG (& .T TIHES ABUSIVE).LETZER
FRCil DUH WEST RAISING MY POINTS ABOUT THE RUMHING CF THE
BSFA. THE FOLLOWING %S AGREZD BY THIMHGLE COMKITTEE AS
4 REPLY TO SOHWE CF THE ALLEGATICHS HE HAKES o))

Separating your complaints and criticisms into some kind
of order, we'1l deal with them in turn.

1) (COST OF MATRIX, PUSLICATICNS) It 1s possible to
seperate out the cost of MATRIX and postage from the cost
of VECTOR but it wasn't possible 1o do it on the spot as



requested at the AGH. For information, HATRIE costs iota] derelfction of duty” and would want the committec
about £30 and postage between £150 and £200 per to be suspictous of each other; the tone of your Tetter
nailinga cortalnly Indicates that you know Tittle about co-operating

yith people or how to get information without insulting
2)  (THE VECTOR STORY) Several years ago, a seperate  people.

VECTOR account was set up with the editor and treas- ATthough it's shutting the stable door after one of the
urer as co-signees. £4 out of every £4.50 and £4.50 horses had bolted, we have put intc effect measures to stop
out of every £5 were paid into 1t, plus all advertis- this happening agzine The publications account has been

ing income fromIVECTOR and monzy from sales. It was closed and 211 financial transactions go through the main
then the editor s job to budget the spending on V to account, requiring the signatures of the treasurer and the

meet the incomes During 1976 the budgeting worked sat~  yice~chairman. This is fio slur on the present VECTOR editor
isfactorally but in 1977 V changed from A5 to ak format yhy {s more than happy not to have to bother with the nitty
with the editor's assurance that there would be no in=  gritty of the finances, The conmittee also receive a detailed
crease 1n costs because of the reduced page count; ie financial report from th treasurer bi-monthly.
an issue would continue to cost £230 to £300.

Contrary to your accusations the committee takes  3)  (SiLES OF VECTOR) idvertising revenue is included under
tts duties and obligations seriously and holds comm— the heading "VECTOR subscriptions and sales's
ittee mestings at 2 to 3 month intervals, each taking

a day of our time. At these meetings officers give de~ &)  (ADVERTISING) During 1877, VECTOR carried more advert-

talls of their expenditure, For instance, at the Ath ising than in any previous ysar, most of them pald adverts
Septenber 1977 meeting the following details of the pub~ pyt scme arranged on a trade basis. It is relatively easy to
1cations account were glven:- get advertising for a one-off item such as a convention
Honey owed to accountsueesssessoroadEhll booklet or even for a single issue of VECTOR, but to get
Honey 1n accountesseusesenssornoesdtlS0 reqular bi-monthly advertising from pubiishers, etc. s not
Totalueonsacsocrrravonceannarnannnesf5 easy - sspecially for a magazine with a circuTation of under
1000 copies. But we would be happy to be proved wrong 1f
Honey owed frem account for V81eesasvssasonsEh00 you could arrange 5 or 6 pages of regular advertising at our
Esttnate for V82 (invoice not recieved)ses..£300 standard rates.
£700
Defictt £110 5)  (ACCCUNTS) You have given no reasons for your assert-
atlons that the accounts are unsatisfactory and that the
The difference in cost was attributed to the metal figures Took suspect, The figures in the balance sheet and
plate required for Y31 cover. Income and Expenditure Account are matters of fact and can

At the previous committee meeting, in July 1977, 4o gisputed only on grounds of fact. They cannot be disputed
the comnit ee had agresd that no more metal plates would pecause they show results that are not up to your expect-

be used unless used on and paid for completely by ad- ations, nor because you are unhappy with the way the company
vertising, 1n order to minimise costse lluch to the has run 1ts business during the years

comnittee s anger, V83 ap eared with metal plated covers The nature of the double entry accounting system means
and after-Chris Fouler's resignation 1t was discovered  {hat the Balance Sheet has an existence Independant of the
that his cost estimates as presented to committee were [ncome and expenditure Account. I you are happy that the
Incorrect in that 'the Ak VECTORs were costing not 8250  §ajance Sheet shows 'the correct figures for cash in the

to £300 but £400 to £500, For example the V83 costs bank and sc on' then that's 1t. There can be no further
werei~ arqunente The Palance Sheet throws out a balencing figure
800 0ffesseseassensnssssannssasenesst248.00 whicn is the surplus or defecit for the year. This surplus or
Plate for cover & printing coverss..£133.70 seficit 1s verified by the Income and Expenditure Account

3 plates for adSessesssecsesnacenesatGh.20 which comes tec the same figures as a necessity of the systenm,
L T T not as a fiddle. The only grounds for complaint are that the

accounts had not been ?udited and that therefore there was

As you see the cost of the majority of the magazine was . independant audiior s opinfon on the,

about £250 hut the cover pushed it well above this.The Inctdentally, the tncome and Expenditure Account gives a
plates for the adverts were charged to the advertiserss ot pope Information than is required by the Companies Acts
Wle also found that money was owed for V81, V82 and V834943 1057 and 1976
In retrospect perhaps the comuittee could be accused g
of negllgence, But should the comnittes vet fhe magazine 6) (REGULAR LITHO) There s only one person who regularly
before 1t's printed? Should we stand cver the printer mak"produces 2 Tithe fanzbne which he 'gives away' and that is
ing sure no metal plates are used or should we be able 1o poy Jockson with MiYa, Ve doubt 1f Rob considers it a neg-
trust our editor to follow instructions? Should the comm- Tigible expense. lle doubt alsa if Rob would wish to give
ittee distrust an editor when there Is no prior reason forawey 800 coples a year,
deing sof Anyone who has served on a comnittee will know

there 1s no way far it to function properly unless the — 7)  (QTUER PRINTERS) The counittee dld check other printers
members trust each other. Perhaps you do regard this as ;.4 found 19ttle difference tn costs Certalnly very small

—5-



printers can be cheaper, but they can also be Tess
rellable, Jobs can frequently be late, sometines
considerably so ~ ask Malcolm Edwards at the SF
Foundation about small printers if you want examplesa

Fortunately Dave Wingrove had all of Londen in
which to flnd a printer and was able personally to
check out and find a medium sized reltable one, who
we will no doubt use when VECTOR returns to a lithe
format,

8)  (COMMITTEE J BS) Few of the committee. jobs
carry any glory but they do teke a considerable am-unt
of time and effort and after a year most of us would
be more than happy to give them ups TomJones' two-
year term is up next year and he is not staying for
another; both Phil Stephensen~Payne and Andy Sawyer
w111 be resigning as they can no longer afford the
time the jobs demand, e very much doubt we'll be
swanped with volunteers for the vacant posts.

g) TAHGENT) Your comment on TANGENT s a personal
one and is contrary to the fecelings expressed in the
membership poll. Our membership has diverse intarests
and we do not expect everyone to enjoy everything -
one of the reascns TANGENT only goes to these who
request 1.

10}  (FANZINES) 1f you read MATRIX you would sec that
until 2 Issues ago 1t carried notes on most fanzines
published in the UK and most of the major US ones (4

a feature which 1s shortly to return to finTRIX's pag-
es) - information on contents, price, editor, etce
wer- all given. Under Keith Freeman's benevolent reign
over the column the mejority of fanzines were rec-
ommendad to our members, who thus have had probably

as much Ynformation on what fanzines are available as
anyone.

11)  (PUBLICATICN STANDARDS) Contrary tc your statement
the membershlp auestionnaire indicated trat the maj-
ority of members are hapny with the standard of the
publicatlonss Though all three sdltors would say that
they could and w111 be improving the publieetions.

12)  FAXS & BSFi) Most active fans are members of

the 3SFi, even ycurself, who for some time has been

the most anti-BSFi fan in the UK. The BSFA 1s not "an

object of derision! in fandem; 1 1t were, would the

1979 Lastercon committee be cooperating wlth us and ex -

tending to us the factlities they are? Are you suggest-

ing they are objects of derision also for so dotng?
Undenlably the BSFAYs relationshfps with fandonm

have not been good 1n the past {our vice-chairman ad-

mits this is partly his fault) but that is changing

and perhaps ysu are the only true anti~BSFi fan Jeft.

Perhaps that has something to do with your Tetterees.

but we'll let people decide that for themselves.

12)  (ADVERTISING) You are completely wrong on this.
e spent about £200 on advertising the 8SFa, plus arr-
anging trade adverts with several publicaticns. These
ads have appeared 1n as diverse a range of pub]icatiowg

as NEU SCIENTIST and the paperback edition of Edmund
Cooper's SLAVES OF HEAVEN, the latter being very diff-
1cult to obtain, Some worked well, some were disappoin-
tings Understandably, the paperback did very well

and we're trylng to get another one.

14)  (THE BSFi AY&RD) Once we'd got the BSFA back
onto a stable focting our first pricrity wito the
award was to get 1t back onto a democratic basis
which was done last yeare Of course we try to exploit
the advertising potential of the award but we can't
force people to menticn it; and yes, we do have press
releases (see last 1ssue), let's hope they do some
goode

hs for calltng 3t the Carnell, that was a demo -
cratic decision 2t the AGH (you could have come
along and voted against 1t). As 1t 1s, publishers
won't print THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATICH
AUARD WIKHER on théir covers because 1t's too long
and BSFA ANARD conveys as mugh lnformation about the
organization as THE CARNELL unless the publishers
explain what the award s and who presents 1t. At
Jeast printing THE CARNELL 1s better than printing
BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION AZ4iRD WINGER which 1s the
nane of a completely diffcrent award,

15} (INFORUATION BOCKLET) You say this booklet
contravenes the Trades Descriptlons Act; presumably
meaning 1t conveys no information. lell as 1t cons
tatns 2 short descriptlon of each service and the
name and address of the person responsible for Took-
Ing after the service uwe're not.sure just how you
define information. Surely you donft want many pages
full od descriptions of each service when most mem=
bers only use one or two of tiem, especially as you
accuse us of being wasteful anyway.

16)  (PAPERBACK PARLOUR & VAIF) MNow \f you'd read
your information booklet you'd have understood why PP
and WAlF were 1n your mailing, for amongst the services
described is a duplicatlon and distribution services

Until a few issues ago, PP was pald for by Phil,
but following the enormous response regieved vwhen
Phi1 announced he was going to discontinue 1t, we dee
cided to distribute 1t as a service to our members
when Ph11 decided to continue. Doing so allows
VECTGR tc print fewer paperback reviews and devaote
more space to articles.

Ton Jones paid completely for the duplication
and distribution of the 50 copies of WAlF,

BSFA committee members certainly do not get
privileges, ask the other members who've used these
servicese.

This largely Ynvalidates your polats about poste
age, but we don't weigh all 700 plus envelopes; just
a sanple on our GPO aporoved Tetter scales.

LAST RD

" We make no clains to perfection and there are

things we need kicking 1n the pants for, but we
don't see how if we're as incompetent, lazy, stupid



ard criminal as you suggest ve could havei~

Jzosted the membership from 150 to over 500

Produced regular bi-monthly mailings for 2% years
Obtained more ads for VECTOR than ever before
Advertised the BSFA more than any previous committee
Byt the BSFA Award back ontc 2 regular, democratic
footing

Intpoduced economic measures & financial controls

to prevent further Targe deficits.

Whilst your letter contains peints which
needed answering most accusations are erroneous. The
Tetter was personally insulting to the conmittee
menbers; indeed, this sesmed to be its prime aln.
I it had been a personal Tetter it would have gone
straight into the waste bin, insults not being
the best method of obtaining information, but then
your Tetter wasn't really after information, be-
ing just propaganda to stir up trouble within the
Association, After all, your attacks on the BSFA,
$ts members and committee members arce well known in
fanzines.

The letter was printed so there could be no
accusation of censorship and we have®taken the opp=
ortunity to réspsnd so that the members can judge
for themselves which side s presenting the true
case. Should the members decide youp case s true
tien we will all, of course, be happy to resign.

THE COHMITTEE.
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((And now, sfter that serious interlude, lTet!s have
some 1ight entertzinment. Yes, 1t siw

COHPETITION TLNHE
and first, the answers to last issues crossword:
not a heavy respose, |'m afraid, and there were
no fully correct entries, However, taking into
account those entries with fewest errors, and
leaving the final deciston to the Gods of Chance,
the winner turned out to be ROGER AUSTIN of
Cardiffs 1 will be sending you a list of books

to make your choice from, Roger = oh, and |

liked your version of 15 across. f there fsn't
such an adjective, there should bel But now for
the ansuerseses))

ACROSS
1) Her! 21) Trematine
33 italzberg 24) EE
77 Osmium 25) Rad
11) Merrtl 26) Albedo
13) Lanps i
15) Stzeh-stic QQBN
1 2)  Atom
16) Hask "
A 3) Homentum
13) Rasta o) Lon
s .
26) Gandh! 5) Barsoon

wle

) a1 17) “1diss
7). 1Mlustrator 18) Kight
9) Space- 1me 20) Gold
10) S 22) AE

12) ldeas 23) ERB
14) €CC

000000000

4nd now for this issue's competition, I've tried to
nake this a bit easer, so there's no excuse for not
entering! Gelow is a simple Tist of avthors and titles,
culled “rom my bookshelves. Except thet | seem to have
attributed the wrong authars to the books. Helpl On the
top right-hand corner of my shelving system is a pile of
hooks, one of which will be sent to the member whose
entry ap ears out of the hat when the draw of corresct
entries takes place on Uctober 1st. Soees all you have
to do is match the right authors to the right books:=

i FAR SUMSETusvoessenrsaansnees James B1ish

THE HORLD HENDERS.nececoscassosdrsula LeGuin
WRTHE N, COME HOMEaesaeenenee.Clifford D. Simak
THE ViRECKS OF TIHEceersssaooessbdmund Cooper
SHADCY OF HEAVENesveoasseaensssOtis Adelbert Kline
THE HEAVEN MAKERS4w.v.veeesesesLloyd Biggle

THE SHURDSH N OF MARSesseeesss. ilichael foorcock
THE NIGHT OF THE WLFvuessseos Bob “haw

CITY OF [LIUSICNeeavenvsnssnaas Frank herbert

THE HIGHT OF THE PUDLLEY.seceee Fritz Leiber

Entries to the MATRIX editorial address.

T T T T oo oo i
EHWBER'S NOTICEBCARD

LLEX PILLAL, 32, Htngle Lane, Stapleford, Cambs, urites:
"114 1ike to contact any SF4 member of the 16 ~ 18 aje
group tc form a corresponcence club, Please send SAE."

R.HLXOIl, 18, Albany Rd, Wisbech, Cambs PE13 34Y has
produced some interesting phots shcwing spacecraft headw
fng ints galaxies "made from a half tone negative and a
continuous tone negative" and would be interested to
contact anyone doing similar work.

FUS!ON... 1s not a fanzine, FUSION ... Vs an experiment
in literatures FUSION ... is 2 postal writers workshop,
I you weite humour, romance, sf, fantasy, detective,
crime, experinental, prose poetry, vigne tes etc. (any
length up to 20,000w) and wish to take pari, contact

KEN LANN, &, Arminger Rd, London 2.

PERIHELION 1 has come and gone; contributions for nos 2
would be welcome, 25 would sae's and trades. Contact
STEEV HIGGINS, 18 St. sustell Ave, Tyldesley, Greater
ilanchester 29 7FY,

TIOFART 2 is now available for an Ak envelope plus 12p
stamp; from DAVE COD LELICK, 245, Rosalind ST., Ashingten,
Northumberland.
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= Paul Fraser.
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Keith Roberts is, amongst other things, the
creator of one of the top three parallel/alternate
world books - PAVANE, 11 1s set in a world that
develops from the assumption that Queen Elfzabeth
I was assassinated.

His first ctories were publishad 1n Science
Fantasy and 1n Hew Writings in SF around the end of
1964, He was a frequent contributor to both for
about three years. The New Worlds Quarterly series
also featured some of his work; nine stories in
the efght volumes he appeared ina

His books are:-

THE FURIES  (Pan)

THE [NNER WHEEL  (Panther)

PAVANE  (penther, 70, '74; 40p)
HACHINES & HEN  (Panther, '74; 50p)
THE CHALK GLANTS  {Panther, '75; 75p)
THE GRAIN KIWGS  (Panther, '77; 65p)

He has also written a historical novel, THE
BOAT OF FATE, and has another collectlon of fantasy
stortes concerning a witch called Anita that has
not yet been Issued In paperback, although Mi11-
fngton have done a hardback editlon.

Anybody wishing to find out more about lir Rob-
erts 1s reconmended an artlcle 1n Science Fiction
Monthly vols 2 no. 10, by litke Ashley.

The following Ynterview was done by post around
the mlddle of June.

PF: C-ildren and adclescents play a large part
in your work (teenage girls and young women in
particular). Take THE GCDHOUSE, THE BEAUTIFUL OHE,
SUSaN, THE SIGHALLER, THE i liiSTRY OF CHILDREN,

THE YHITE BOAT, and the ANITA stortes, for example.
Could you tell us about your own childhood and
adolescence, and why you think 1t appears in your

work to such an extent? Do you have any children of your
own?

KR: Children, and young people generally, tend to have
strong and simple views about gocd and bad, right and wrong,
gteo | find this refreshing, and so tend to talk a Tot about
young characters, | use ‘prinitive' or unsophisticated comn-
unities for the same reasons
| suppose | da use female characters more extensive-

1y than is common in SF, which ts stil11 very much a male-
oriented area. A Tot of SF sti11 tends to sublimate women
as elther angels or demons; while there's nothing intrinse
tcally wrong with this, 1t's a challenge to try and show
them as real people with Tives of their own. This is a prob-
Tem | tend to come back to again and again. Also of course
with many stories 1t's casier to get reader sympathy by
using a girl as a central character. One of the storles you
mentton, THE MINISTRY OF CHILDREM s a case in point.

fly own childhood was overall fairly ordinary. | don't
think 1t has much relevancee !'m not married; | don't have-
any children of my own eithers

PF:  "hat did you read in your youth? Yhat do you Tike
reading now? Do you think any of 1t has Ynfluenced you?

KR:  Everything | could lay my hands on. These days |
sometimes feel | don't read half as much as | should, though
[ supposemy top modern autor is st111 William Golding, Kip-
1ing and Wells mere certainly the people who first showed me
what words could do; and my love for the Uard survived dolng
him for O Tevels, which may or may not be an achievement,

On Influences, gestalt philosophy tells us we're the cont-
inually-altering sum of all our experiencess | rather go
along with this, so | supposed 1t's all influsnced me. Or
none of 11,

PF: #hat made you start writing SF?

KR:  Strictly practica; considerations. SF was boombng tn
the early '60s; there was a call for new authors, and what
sacmed at the time to be an ever-widening market.

PFs Do you find that SF restricts you in any way?

KR: A1l genre writing 1s restrictive tn one senses SF lTve
found Tess restricting tham most; or maybe |fve just been
lucky with my editors, Right now there isn't a good regular
market for SF stories 1n the UK at all, and preclous few in
the States. | find that very restricting, of course.

PF: The first editors you sold to were Carnell (for New
Hpitings) and Bognifliall (for Science fantasy). lhat were
your impresstons of them?

KR: Ted Carne]] was my first agent as well as my first
editer, and | maintained a personal relationship with him

that only ended with his death. | sometimes had the feeltng i
that the movement he had fostered had passed him at the gallop
and that he had dificulty keeping pace with the many new
writers in the field and all the new work that was being done,
but his achievement in keeping his two magazines running for

«Je



so many years must never be under-estimated, and
right to the last his enthuslasm was undimmed. Con
of course | worked with as assistant editor before
taking over the final phase of the magazine. He was
and is unique; a man of acute perception and taste,
backed by a remorseless demand for accuracy In the
use of language. He taught me to work with the Con-
cise uxford atmy sides | still do it,

.
PF: Later, Science Bntasy changed t1 Impulse

et e e
and you became Tts assteiate editor. Have you any
anecdotes about your dealings with writers as an
editor? What was 1t Tike to be on the other side of
the fencel

KR:  Anescdotes, of course abound, Like the lad who
always submitted his stories on opened-out Hood-
bine packets, because he couldn't affird a typewriter,
But every edbter could tell that sort of tale.

| never really saw myself as being on the other
side of the fence at all; | sympathised strongly with
what the serious contributors were trying to do, and
dealt with them as falrly as | was able. Yhen the
magazine finally fdlded szveral of then wrote to
thank me for my efforts, so | couldn't have done too
badly on the whole.

PF: ihat did your editorial work consist of? Did
"you ever do any morel

KR: Practically everythings There were no other
staff, just me; so | found myself overse:ing all
stages of production, writing blurbs, reading
proofs, laying out covers and deing artwork when |
could find a moment to tie a brush to my right foot,
SF IMPULSE wasn't the only t1tle Roberts and Vinter
were handling of course, and | found myself in volved
with the production of at least two other paperbacks
a month, 1t was a fairly hectic perfode !'ve never
been surc whether | enjoyed 1t or not; | didn't have
time to sit down and decide.

[ never did any more editing, though in the main
! enjoyed working with other writers, Looking back,
['n doubtful whether the functions of writer and ed=
itor could ever be properly combineds Each, 1f 1t's
to be done well, makes full demends on one's energy
and time. | | was given the chance to edit agaln, |
don't know what | would decide. There's never neen 2
more crying nesd for good SF editors than right nowe.

PF: fihere on Earth did you get the ideas for the
PAVANE and ANITA storfes?

KR:  1've always found the 'idea! for a story or
nove] is a fairly complex th3ng, a combination of
factors some of which might have been dormant for
years. So although there's a moment when several
things click together and you realise youtve got a
bosok, tracing the notion back tc its roots would be
a long and tedfous affalr. ith PAVANE, for example,
1'd known Corfe and the Purbeck area for years and
hadly wanted to write something about it, but had

0

fought shy of doing a conventional historical. [t was a
stray rematk overheard in a local pub that set things 1n
motion, and suggested the 1dea of a double rather than an
alteraate timestream. | wrote CORFE GATE within a matter
of days, and the rest of the bock grew from it. Similarly
with ANITA; the background was certainly suggested by my
oun childhood 1n Northamptonshire, but it's been overlaid
with many other things.

PF: Ylhy was THE HHITE BOAT not fncluded In the book
PAVANE? ifter all, 1t was a PAVANE story, wasn't 117 Did
you change the stories in the book version; they apzear to
be shorter than in the original.

KR: Hart-Davis wanted to ke:p the novel as short as
possible for reasons to do with production ccsts. THE
WHITE BOAT came along some months after the rest, and hever
seemed to me to be quite in the s me spirit; so [ wasn't
prepared to fight too hard for 1ts inclusion.

The stories in the hardback and paperback versions
are not in fact shorter than the [NPULSE publications; no
changes were made except some detail concerning place and
charzscter names. The only real change was made in CCRFE
GATE, which Bon and | both felt was not wholly satisfactory
in 1ts original magazine forms.

PF: After SF IPULSE folded you disappeared from sight
until Hoorcock stsrted the paperback NE! HURLDS. | believe
that you took the time to write a historical novel. What
made you do this?

KR: | didn't really disappear from sight at all. |
agree | didn't publish in the underground NEU SURLDS, be-
cause 1t wasn't, as they say, my bag. But | was still do-
ing the odd story for Ted. | did spend part of the time oh
an historical; but | was also working on THE CHALK GIANTS,
which was more or less written by the time HEY UORLDS 'rew
emerged',

PF: How were you Invclved in HEY LRLDS QUARTERLY? Yere
your steries solicited? (lsee one of your soilections is
dedicated to Michael Moorcock = he seems to be a sparking
point for an auful lot of writers),

KR: | wasn't directly tnvolved in N:Q at 211, but litke

W s alwvays Interested in seeing matertal for me, so as

soon as he was in a positicn to accept 1t | sent the new
work alonge He's helped me a great deal over the years,

so it seemed only right and proper to give the dedication
of THE CHALK GLiNTS, which he particularly admired, to him.

PF: Your work in the paperback NI is all pretty much
tdouner'stuff, Even THE PASSING OF DRAGONS -~ a falrly
Tight piece - finishes with the death of an entire alien
racel Why were those stories 11ke this?

KR: This is an inter sting word, | hadn't come acrogs

it before. 411 the stories of the CHALK GIANTS cycle repe
resent explorations of guilt In tuman relations, as PAVANE
had explored the Kiplingesaue notion of Toyalty. | think
it's natural to the process of writing to chance on a theme



and folleow it through; and of course there are
spinoffs, which Tezd to stories themselves, So
these eycles are b und to occur. Some upbeat, some
down,

PF: Is there any chance of WEINACHTANEND be=
coming part of a story-cycle Tike THE CHALK GIANTS
or PAVANE? The author blurbs at the end of WIQ4
_said it was the first of a series. What about

the two canal stories: THE LiKE OF TUCNELA, THE
TRUSTIE TREE?

KR: 2lurbs always tend to be aver-optimistic,
Certainly WEINACHTABEND could become part of a
story cycle, and at one point | planned some of
the other out; but whether they'1l ever be writt-
en will depend on a lot of other factors. Hot
least, of course, their potential saleability in
these very difficult times. | certainly don't
think there'1] be any more 'canal stories' for
the foreseeable future; though of course one can
never tell,

a
PF: | believe that you are also 2 commercial
artist at times. |s thers any of your work that
we would recognise? What kind of werk do you dol?

KR: | work, and have w-rked for a number of y
years, as a freelance visualiser and copywriters

| was originally trained as an illustrator, though
I have never been particularly interssted in 111=
ustrating my own stories and have only done it on
spectal request. It wouldn't, | think, be right to
specify the clients | work for as an advertising
artist. But if you go carefully through any car-
avanning magazine you'll usually find my iniiials
on at least one advertisment.

PF: Another of your inter-sts s machinery and
firearms in particular. Could you tell us about
both of thesefl

KR: 01d machlnery is often beautifyl and us-
ually sad. flhich makes it an interesting subject 10
write about. And of course 1t's always Intriguing
to try and suss out how it worked. | certainly ad-
mire antique firearms, in a purely aesthetic way,
but {'m not a 'qun man' in any sense at all, this
comes from another not very accurate piece of blurb,
'ye explored the 'qun fetish' a couple of times,
tn WEINACHTABEND and of course THE CHALK GIANTS;
but gquns in real Tife are another maiter. They tend
to ki1l the person in front of them and deafen the
person behind, and I'm rather afraid of then,

PF: You mention that you have a new collection
going the rounds. ¥hat are ts contents and title?

KR: i've got at Teast two books Tn circulation
at the moment; one story collection, and a nonwSF
novels But | never Tike talking about things before
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they're sold. Otherwise it becomes like one of those
pleces of blurb; promised, but never delivereds

PF: Hovels don't sezm to be your streng point as you
have only produced two (THE FURIES & THE INNER WHEEL)
and those wsre about 10 years ago. Do you find that

you get more pawer out of a cycle of stories?

KR: [ don't see why it should be, but most SF ideas
seem to run out naturally to a length between 10 and
20,000 word, 'thich is why we have the novella, a form
not paralieled in any other genres Unlike many writers
| neverpad; ! might make more money if | dids So whet
ccmes out at novella length stays that way, and if the
material has suggested other stories they get taggec ons
Hence the story sycles, which da in fact have connected
themes, and can be read as centinuous narrative if you
so choose. | don't know about more power; they certainly
cover more ground than conventional novels of equiv-
alent length. Which should add up to more value . for
money, though publishers don't ses 1t that way. They,
find them, in the Yanguage of the trade, 'difficult
to place in the market'.

The kernal of PAVANE, as |'ve safd, was CORFE GATE,
the climax story. The kernal of THE CHALK GIANTS was
THE GOD HOUSE, from which the novel was constructed
for:ard and back, In the latter czse it's done in sueh
a way that the reeder could, if he or she chose, reac
the stories in reverse order without affecting their ind
individual quality very much at all. The 'multi-girll,
on whom the feelings of gulit are variously focussed,
remains central throughout.

PF: You seem to show concern for the countryside in
more than one story. Do you think that urban sprawl
ts sti11 a serious problem?

KRs I'm very concerned about the countryside, what
there is Teft of it. !'m also concerned by otl poll=
uti~n, horticultural chemicals, the neutron bomb and
practically everything else modern society seems to
find essential for its own wellbeing. !f enough of us
shouted, perhaps something could be done to stop

turning 2 pleasant, unassuming 11ttle planet into a slag
heap for 2 fast buck. But enough of us, | fear, will
never shouta

PF:  Have you ever been invalved in SF other then
by writing 1t? Have you ever writ en any articles or
critictsn, attended any conventions?

KR: No, hardly ever, | think with every humon activity
there are two groups of peaple; those who engage in

1t, and those who talk about 1t. | alv ys stand back

in amazement at writes who, knowing from bitter per~
sonal experience the difficulties of thejr craft, can
bear to put on a critic's hate To me, it s a state
schizophrenia. Equally, | don't go to wrtters' work-
shops: | reckon l've got encugh problems with ed-

itors and publishers without taking voluntary hanmers
ings from my peers. dbout conventions: obviously it's



my choice whether to attend or note | don't attend
for a variety of reasons; the only cne that's rel-
svant here is that | don't feel [ cut a very

good figure as a public speaker.

PFs Are you writing full-time at the moment?
(If you are not, would you if there were a reg-
ular market for your work?) How prolific are
you?

KR: ['ve never written full time, and can only
take my hat off to those who do.l| need the breaks
too much, and a separate source of tncomes Dy

the same token, there's no way of saying how
"prolific' | am. | can write ten thousand words

a day, but there's hundreds of days when | don't.

RE: Have youany work awaiting publicatlon
anywhere? |s there anything being published

fn the Staes that the UK won't see for a while,
if at all?

KRz | don't have any work avaiting publication
at the immedlate moment; though that situation
might very well have changed by tomorrow. fiy

Tast American publication was a novella, HOLLY

ZER0, for Robert Stlverberg's TRIAX,
PE3 How much work have you on offer?

KR Two novellas, at the last count; as well
as the books previously referred to.

PF: ¥ THANK YOU, MR ROBERTS.
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PGLL PROGRESS REPCRT.,...... Richard Smith.

((Last mailing saw a questionnaire drawn up
by Richard Snith, who sends alang this progress
report: final results will, | hope, appear in a
future 1ssue of MATRIX. Cver to you, Richard...))

Best Vove] a close battle between Frank Her-
bertTs DUNE, just ahead of Farmer's TO YCUR SCATT-
ERED BCDIES GO, closely followed by LOTR, uest
Buthors is a stralght fight between Clarke and
Farmer with Silverberg just ahead of Eric ' Frank
Russell, who, however, secms to be doing well
in the inconclusive Short Story ssctions Best
Short Story Writer Ts a really close f1ght be-
tween Clarke § Asimov with E]lison a good plece
behind.

Uther points of interest: Haldemann 1s inch-
fng ahead as Best New Hriter, Best Humorist secnms
to be either Russell or Sheckley; Best theme has
"Time Travel! in the lead and ASTCUNDING/ANALOG
is sweeping the magazine/editor sectlons. Best SF
personality: another straight fight between As-
tmoy and Bob Shaw, Worst SF Writer: apparently too

=ik

['m very grateful to everyone who has taken the time
to fi11 in the poll, especlally as it does take slightly
more than 'a few minutes'. | would especially Tike to
thank N.d. Howard and Yreni Shivpuri - Oleram who sent
the first 2 responses, David A Symes who sent a massive
detailed correspondance including the plots of the short
stories and some very interasting detailed comments, and
Martin Hatfield, who sent me some results from the Read-
ing SF Club questionnaire from 1976 as well as some Int-
eresting compents and very knowledgeable answers,
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ZINES SEEM.... (An embryonic fanzines recleved column.) .

ALGOL: Spring 1978. (Andy Porter, PO Box 4175, New York
Y 10017, USA. $1.957) Contains no less than 3 articles
by Harlan Ellison including the resignation speech from
Science Fiction Yriters of America.

EXTRAPCLATION.., Dec. 1977. & highly 11terate magazin
lished tuice-yearly and edited by Thomas D Clareson, A
special "Utopias" issue.

pub=s

DELAPS F&SF REVIEY Feb 1978 and Har/Apr11 1978, (11863 West
Jefferson Blvd,, Culver Clty, Californla 90230, USA. $1.50 )
The reviews are stimulating and virtually the whole gamut
of the SF scene (bocks, films and records) is covered. The
flar/April Yssue is a spectall movie Yssue - for views

of Spielberg!s CE3K including Bradbury's ",.,.in ali prob-
abi11ty, the most impoetant film of our time"

SCIENCE FICTIN REVIEN tiay 1978.(Richard Gels, PO Box 11408
Poptland, CR 97211, USA. 4 for $47 Coptains Interviews
with Poul Anderson, Ursula LeGuin and ecrge Scithers, as
well featuring the novel version of Gefs' ONE [HHORTAL MAN,

((TH\NKS to Bi11 Little for the above, butcheded from Tong-
er revieus.))

iaYA 15 (Rob Jackson, 71 King St. Heaton, Hewcastle upon
Tyne, NEG SXR. 50p.) I you don't subscribe to any other
fanzine, get this! E

TiLL DDU 12 (Dave Langford, 22 Northumberland ve, Reading,
Berks, UK.) The Tives & tires of everyday fannish folk.

TICEART 2 (Dave Cobbledick, 245 Rosalind ST, Ashington, Horthe
unberland NE 63 9AZ. SAE/Trade) Fiction/articles/revieus
and a Jong and lovely poem invelving an lrishman & 2 Yartians,

SCGPE 2 (Phil Vain, Student Pigeon Holes, University of
Keele, Staffss 10p). Reviews/Fiction/Articles.

RN SRR AN PRI AR N N 0 ER A R I N6 e
GUFF = Get Upbover Fan Fund which has been created to
send/bring a popular Australian fan to the 1979 Worldcon,
Anyone who has been active in fandom({fanzines, conventions,
clubs etc.) prior to January 1977 and who contributes 80p
to the fund may vote for the candidate of their choice. For
details, contact Dave Langford, 22 Horthumberland Ave,
Reading, terks.
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« a report on Y-CON VI, held at the Gage Residejce
of the University of British Colunbia, Vancouver

B.C., Friday May 26 - Sunday May 28, 1978,
by CYRIL SIilSA.

HOTE: helene (hen) flanders is spelt in lower casw~
ing throughout; this is correct. It is not a
typo.

Poor British innocent that | was, | didn't
fully apireciate what | held in my hand, when my
enquiries re V~CON V1 elicited a response by ret~
urn of post that read: “C ome on over, we'd love
to see you. helene.” By the tine of the Sunday
morning banquet-brunch | knew better, and | app~
lauded riotously along with everybody else whgn
hen flanders collected a special Elron award for
latent degeneracy realised" on behalf of the BC
SFA.(British Colunbia Science Fiction Association)

The Elrons are a fine and fannish institriion
dating foom one drunken morning several years back
when somebody had the bright idea of presenting
auards for disservice to the science fiction
field; any similarity between their name and that
of L.Ron Hubbard is quite clearly coincidental
(as €d Beauregard explained vith considerable
vigour to V-CON's GoH A.E.Van Vogt). Other rec-
ipients of Elrons this year included the perennial
John Norman, who narrouly beat the equally per-
ennial Lin Carter into second slace; unfortunately
fir Norman was unable to attend, and so the tribute
of a plastic lemon on ¢ plywood stand that he so
richly deserved went uncollected. Ha pily, the
audience did not deem to be overly disay ointed
at Mr Norman's absence, indeed, they continued to
be confused by V-CON's programme as if nothing
had happened...

V-CON VI suffered from t~eble programming.
With non-stop video and a mininum of two other items
running simultaneously, it was difficult to decide
whether to take yourself here or there, for fear
of missing out on the one you didn't chooses Such
was my dilemna that | frequently ended up by
missing everything equally, making my way into the
bar instead. However, | did manage to hear a talk
by Susan licod (which, | believe is scheduled to
appear in the December 1978 ALGOL where it would
be well worth lobking up). ! also caught & short
{ten minutes) movie sntitled HARD..2E UaRS which
became a runaway favourite of the con and had to
have several extra screenings arvanged (give it
time and it might develop into a cult all of its
own, with badges and posters and maybe even a
soundtrack single). The film tells of a certain
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Fluke Starbucker and the quest for the beautiful Princess
Anne-Droid, Cn his travels, he is chauffered round the gale
axy in an ancient, battlescarred, but trusty steam iron by
a pilot named Han Salad, and several times they do battle
with squadrons of lmosrial electric toasters. The dialogue
contains such clas ic Tines as:

"Don't worry kid, it's only a movie."

and at one point, when Aubie "Ben" Dogie experiences a
twinge, Fluke enguires of him:

"ilhat is i1t, Ben? ls theee a sudden disturbance in the
Force?"

and recieved a peeved reply of:

"o, it's only a headache."

Then, of course, was the Great Trivia Quiz, which was
more trivial than | would have believed possible, and which,
on occasion, conveyed a distioct impression that some parte
icipants might conceivably have been taking the contest a
weeny bit Tess than 1004 seriously. Not that | would be so
brash as to point my finger at any specific instances, but
#hen the Edmonten team is asked: )

W "In the books of Edgar Rice Burrouhs, what was the
name given to Venus by the Venusians?"

and gives the answer "Home", 2 reply both succinct and
wronge.. well, no matter; that wasn't the worst of them,
anghow. There was one poor soul who claimed thet WERLIN'S
RUNG an. WERLIN'S G.DSUM had been written by Andre Norton
(H.Yaener flunn being one of the Big Mame Pros attending V-
COH, not that he would have minded the blunder. H.Warner
Munn is a thoroughly charming and amazingly spritlely old
man who went to the parties with all the rest of us, and
still had the energy to get up on Saturday morning to
participate in a 9.30 a.m. panel on the role of flying
creatures in science fiction, during which he told us about
a lrve-bird he once kept as a pet. Apparently, whenever he
ate poultry for dinner, this Jove-bird “ecane unconfartable
and it used to fly auay to s:lk. So he'd always reassure
the bird by telling it that he was aving a pork chop, afier
which it seened to settle down.)

Another JEIRD TALES writer who attended V-CON VI was
H.B Lovecraft. Along with H.G. Wells ans iiary Shelley he
nade a brief ap.earance at the "one and only" Dead Authors
Panel, which proved to be the most popular programmed item
and went very smcothly considering the age of the particip~
ants (the only glitch was the tardy arrival of a gentleman
who described himself as "the late Tirgo Gernsback®). fost
of tha authors expressed disillusionment with contemperary
SF; Gir Lovecraft in particular expounded at some Tength his
disgrst at the sexual attitudes that pervade modern writing,
and spoke with yearning of the more wholesome subject matter
which was to be f und in the fiction of his times: "l have
myself described rotting corpses rising from the grave," he
stated, "but | have never portrayed that sort of romance.”
fir Lovecraft went on to shed some considerable 1light on his
oun writings. "How that | Yook back on my work," he said,
" pealise that it is all trash. The role of the gentleman
is to do nothing. |'m not much good at anything; that's why
| became a gentlemanseol

Simultaneously with the manifestation of the four dead
authors the Society for Creative Anachronism held its
Jleyer Tea, an event which | am sure would have met with lir
Lovecraft's stern approval: ladies and gentlemen attired in



prim silk dresses and britches respectively
conversed politely, sipped on cups of tea, and
danced, displaying scme elegance, whilst ehlldren
dressed in Fauntlercy sutts sat around and play-
ed with each other quietly., !t was so genteel
that | left.

On the other hand, the S.C.A's HeaduBash
a mediaeval tourney held the next afternoon -
was more in keeping with V-COM's atmosphere of
incipient orgy. Here, a group of brawny warr-
i6rs, encumbered by padding, armour, and enam-
elled helmets, clubhed each other on the head un-
t11 they dropped. They started circa 1.00p.m.,
and they were still going at 3.15; Ifm not sure
of the precise time that they flnished. This
kind of grim persistence in the pursuit of happ-
iness was one of the most appealing character~
istics of V-CON. It was most obvious at the
nightly room parties, but it was also evident
elsewhere: in the apparently-endless trivia
quiz, for example, or in those res¥lient few
who sat in the movie room long enough to watch
2001 not once, but twice. Witnessings this, 1t
occurs to me that social rapacity was what V-

CON was actually all about, and science fiction
be damned.

The parties at V-CON were festive, They'd
start quietly enough in the early evening, may-
be with a discusston. | remecmber that on Friday
night | discussed the shape of my nose with F.i.
Busby (“Buzz" Busby is quite a funny bloke. On
Satunday night | met him again, and this time he
was singing lewd scngs in 2 most rauc:us manner) .
Later on, my memories becomg a trifle blurred
(there 1s this magnificent "exican brew, tequila,
which, | believe, was originally invented as an
aid to DIY Tobotomy), although | do recall that
| devoured s:mebody's giantesized bag of taco
chips, because the only thing l'd eaten since
Tunch was one hotdog (and returning to the conw
vention centre after getting that hotdog, | met
a woman who had been wandering around the univers-
Yty campus for three-quarters of an hour, unable
to Tocate the con. She told me that when she
phoned the information service of U.B.C., some
irate bugger had started shouting at her:!l don't
have the faintest 1dea where it is, and | wish
you peaple would quit bugging me.") | think that |
eventually gravitated to a party hosted by a

bunch of fen from Edmonton, where | came across hen

flanders dancing wildly to the strains of the
Rocky Horror Picture Show, and Ken Wong (the
BCSFA's semi-official - it depends who he's been
photographing recently ~ ¢lub photographer) dan-
cing around behind her, trying to follow her minw
utest movements whilst keeping his camera still,
There's this thing about Rocky Horror in
North American fandom at present: everybody is
into it. Pecple brought cassette decks to the cone
vention just so they could play the soundtrack
over and over ayain (and again, all night), and
every single member of the Edmonton group has a

black T-shirt with their favourite 11ne from Rocky Horeop

enblazoned across it in white (1t's quite possible that

if you Tined up Edmonton fandom in the right order, you'd

know the entire text of the Picture Show without ever hav-
ing to go and see the noviede

The RH fans became even Tivlier on Saturday eveninga
Inmediately that the judges decided on the winners of the
costune Bacchanal (which = with the exception of the
speach given by Darth Vader's y unger cousin, Ralph - was
rather more Tike a visit tc freat Aunt Hetty's for high
tea), the Time Yarp came blaring out of the PA system,
and helene flanders made a spectacular entrance dressed
up as Frank N. Furter in a black cerslet, a frilly sus-
pender belt, and Tittle elsc. Shc was followed, a teensy
fraction less flamboyantly, by David Greer (the conment-
fon treasurer) who was disquised as Rocky Horror himself
in ncwt but a pair of goldbriefs, (! tell a e, actually,
and | do Mr Greer an injustice. Of course he wouldn't make
a fool of himself by wandering into a crowd of two~or-threge
hundred-odd people garbed %n nothing but a pair of golden
Y-fronts - he had a fair quantity of glitter glued to his
torso, toa, and someone had painted a heart on his arn).

The Edmonton party was pretty strange that night, what
wit hen flanders dancing timewarps in the corridors, assort-
ed folks drassed to go to Darkover,and others perching party~
hats on their heads to celebrate Harlan Ell1son's birthday,.
And, belteve it or not, these V-CON parties were nothing
compared te a party thrown by some BCSFA members the next
weckend, the primary purpose of which seemed to consist
of unrestrained indulgence tn Dlonysian hedonism (but nuff
sald about that, hefore | get people breathing doun my
neck for defamation),

Vancouver fandom is very much a party fandom, and V-CON
V1 was very much 2 partycon. Even the Sunday-evening Dead
D-g Party (open to anyone who was still alive after the
convention had been packed away), ¢arried on through till
Monday morning. That Dead Dog Party was perhaps the best
of all: people had got beyond wanting to flaunt themselves
and sc you could sit down and talk to an awful Tot of int-
gresting people. Or you could Tisten to Shawn sing Irish
folkscngs (Shawn, whose surname | never knew, was a Dubliner
who came to V-CON by one of those fortuitous improbabitities
that do happen after all. He hitched a 1ift from a Denver
fan, Paul Angel, and decided to drop by. He stayed.)

A.E. van Vogt Tooked in on the Dead Dog party, tos, so
Shawn sang him a song about a fairy~tale beast they ca'll
"the siTkies"

[ think [ went home after that,

o s el ]

i week later, recoveribg from that hedonistic BCSFA
party, somebody asked me:

"Jell, how do you 11ke decadent West Coast Fandom?"

and | had to reply:

"l{'s fun, Tn a perverse sort of way.!

[IITTTTTHT T T T T T LTI T T TTTTT
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ROUND THE CLUBS..... with B111 Little

Keele University SF Society Is the featured .
group this time round, and my thanks go to all
there, but especially chairperson Phil Waine

Just before we get into a boigraphy of the
club | thought it best to warn you all, and
fandom at large, that, due to the close geog-
raphical proximity of Keele, Stafford and the
Stoke on Trent-grotps, it came to pass that we
all managed a get-together when the irrepress«
1ble Bob Shaw Tectured to the Sol society and
what transpired from the after-talk natter was
that all three groups had a burning desire to
stage a convention in the area. Although we did-
n't go into detalls, the Intent was serious
and sti11 has yet to be praperly explored. So,
maybe around 1980 or '81, you!ll all be queueing
up to attend the very first POTCON mounted by
the three groups! You have been warned!

Keele University SF Society first got off
the ground at the Instigation of Phil Valn
and Dave Penn around the end of the 1976 Aute
umn termy after Dave had announced tc all and
sundry that he was bent on producing a fanzine
for campus circulation. Phil suggested forming
a society to launch/complement the zine.

(University SF groups are springing up all
over the place - | have five or six on record,
and if anyona will be going tc university and
wants to know whether they have a suciety,
drop me a line. Anycne out there vho's in 2
university group that is newly-established -
I'd Tike to h ar from you).

Back t: Keele. Phil reports that - in
common with just about everyone else who has
ever launched a group - they were certain
they could do 'great things' once they got
goinge As he now says: "This helief has since
been scmewhat modified!"

The greup is nct regular in its meetings,
and this s specifically because they try to
cater for the 'casually Tnterested' rather than
the true-fen who would like to spend forever and
a day in endless esoteric discussians on every
aspect of SF, This is an interesting philosophy
for a local group. As far as |'m aware, most

Al

everbody else likes to meet very regularly. The problem here
is that if response is bad then the organisers get downheart-
ed and wender whether the whole bloody thing s worth it. So
| can see Phills point ahout meeting only when a lecture or
film show is scheduled and avoiding hclding the usual 'dis-
cussion! type mesting.

Among notable events they've managed to stage are Tecturss
by lan Watson and Peter Weston and a showing 1f 2001

Infornal gatherings of the fans at Keele tend to take
place when the society's 1ibrary of 300 paperbacks and mag-
azines are available for loan, usually once a week,

As | mentfoned earl:er, Keele do produce a zine, SCOPE,
which ap-ears once a term. From the tone of Dage Penn's ed-
itorial in the attractively-produced first issue he would
welcome contributions from outside the society. He's interested
in news, reviews, stories and poetry. Items in the first issue
include fiction from Andy Darlington, Robert flurray talking
about the stage production of ILLUNINATUS! at the science fic-
tion Theatre of Liverpool, and a critical appraisal of Fritz
Lang's METRCPOLIS by Dave Penn, a1l of these items are inter-
spersed with varied and interesting 11lustrations from Ashley
Walker. And the magazine is only 10ps

In co-operation with the Keele film society, the SF group
staged a season of SF films including ROLLERBALL, SOYLEWT GREEN,
and THE ANDROWEDA STRAIN.

The Kecle SF Syciety is now well established on the campus
with close to 60 members, and, Phil says, it's still growing.
Haybe 1t's because the group are trying to interest the casual
SF reader that they seem to be doing so well. They try to cover
the broadest spectrum ranging from the 'hardest' of traditional
SF to fantasy and spec fic.

Phil concludes his Tetter/article to me (as most group
chairpersons do, but | wonder how many others respond?) by
saying that he'd be only too pleased to hear from other people
in groups around the country, and that any queries should go
to him, Phil Wain, Students Union, Keele University, Staffs.

Thank you, Keele SF Society.

Just as an appetiser: when you read this in MATRIX many of
you might well have seen and bought a copy of a very interesting
and exciting book called MAN AND THE STARS by Duncan Lunan,
which is now (at Tast!) out in paperbacke That will give me the
ideal opportunity to take a closer Took at ASTRA, thes astronautics
/sf group based in Scotland, which is headed by Duncan. Dave
Cobbledick has already done a brief piece on this group but |
thought the time was ripe to hace a closer look at them. |'ve
been fascinated by what Duncan has so far filled ne in on, and
I'm sure you will be, too.

(B111 Little: 183 John St., Biddulph, Stoke on 'rent.)
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There have besn many discussions of the place
of humeur in SF and fandom, almost for as Tong as
fanzines have been In existence; indeed, any time
that an editor is faced with a gap to fill or 2
floundering lettercol to revive, he picks out
some random thoughts on humour, or strings them
together and makes his own manic effort, and then
sits back and w=its for tne letters to fall in a
torrent through the letterbox. ind it can be a
thorny, many-sided subject, not to mention an
objest lesson for budding psycholegists; your
response may be "What's this got 1o do with SF7"
in which case you take your SF seriously, study
it for trends and meanings, and might be happier
with Riverslde Quarterly than the crudzine you're
so obviously perusing! And the Tetterwrtter who
asks for more is likely to be the one who says
Tike SF, but 1t 1sn't my whole Tife", and who
will prove to be the more cmnivorous reader. And
that doesn't include all the different shades of
opinion in between, clamouring tc be heard.

But 1t is a fact thet the SF authors whe write
with humourous intent are never qu.ted as belonging
among the big league in any discussicns, in polls
of the best-selling authors, of all-time classics.

[t could be said that they make up Tn warm ragard
what they Tose in sales, but that's 1ittle conscl~
ation to an author who secs the sales of his rivals
take of{ with a Book-of-the-lionth choice, or even
film rights! Eric Frank Russell 1s a case In point
as not having the success he deserved, though at
times he seemed to write for the sheer oy of it
certainly his stortes read that way, and the enjoy~
ment 1s very much shared. ¥ at do they write for?
Robert Sheckley had a succession of clever, pot-
boiling stories in Galaxy and elsewhere, which are
now hammered out into novel-length and raise hardly
an eyebrow; that almost lunatic flood that was R.A.
Lafferty seems to have subsided into a trickle, the
bitter humour of the lialzberg brand is still with us
even though you can't tell which way the autnor is
going, sither back into SF or out again; but whare is

Ill

the vision that they have for us, what s the messags?

Yithout going to the thesis-length of considering
the ains of the writer, the picture given here is of
writers writing because they have to, because they
can't help themselves, bsczuse they can't stop and do
something more paying Instead; no one has ever
written a humourous novel with their eye on the film
rights, or even the advance from the pubTlisherl

And this is the way it is in fandom, and maybe
even more so; for most fanzines are written with no
thought of an eventual Hugo in mind, no desire to be

top of the poll in Checkpoint; they come unannounced -

because there's a fan behind them who wants to communicate,
who enjoys setting out his thouynts and creations and wants
to share them. The fan writes because he can da no other ~
though he could maybe pour his meney dewn a drain, which

is the other true vision attained when publishing a fans
zine - he has to communicate, to let the rest of us out
here know what he's thinking. It is only a secondary matter
that we might Tike ite

T.LL DDU (Dave Langford: 22 Northumberland Ave, Redding
Berks.) is a totally humourous zine both in deed and ine
tent, one of a rare breed here the humour comes out of
the situaticn, rather than the written word. Dave Langford ...
has an instictive regard for the fd11les of fandom, for the
things that fen do in spite of themselves, be they at Cons,
pub meetings, or even let loose on each other's homes, and
as such has carved himsclf a niche in fandem .as a slightly
Tunatic Boswell to everyone else's Johnson, “ertainly, from
the evidence of the past few 1ssues that !Tve seen, if you
want to kesp your reputation jntact, it's best to be et
Teast the length of a caroark away when he hoves into sight;
though ['m not sure that you're safe even then! If Andy from
Pottstown, Pennsylvania hasn't permanently burning ears, if
Joseph Nicholas §sn't prowling around with his hand on his
stiletto waiting for a chance to wreak hls revenge, then
{Tve misread the intent of THLL-DDU, the intent of Dave
Langford and what must be the mcst malevolent duplieator in
existencel But more than most, this is a fanzine where you
have to match the wit and intellegence of Yts perpetrator
with your cwn: if you can't come up with a Yoc full of wit
and grace, of finely balanced insuli and inuendo, then you‘i:
might as well take u; something else as mind-destroying,
Tike watching tha TV test card. Though it's amazing just
how many fen there are writing into its pages all eager to
be quoted no matter what sort of treatment they get « misch
Tike the doubtful honour of being lampooned in Private Eye:
whoever remembers the go.d guys of fandom?

[t's on: of the thinnest of zines, but then he takes
care not to spoon the mixture too richly; there'll be some
more to Jook forward to later, but is this enough for now?
he seems to be saying; and | suspect that with a dose of
30 pages or so the brain might cry enoughf, the funnybsone
might complain of tennis elbow through following the quips
back and forth, and 1n general 11 might prove tc be a pen-
ance pather than a delight. Little, but often, seems to be
his motto; and I'm sure he'l17 agree with mel

FLEDGLING (indy Firth: 185 Osborne Rd, Jesmond, Newcastle
upon Tyne) on the other hand, mines 1ts humour in the 11t~
erary vein rather than the jugular, helped by 1is editor
who seens to have read almost every SF novel 1n creation and
p:1lories them all indiscriminatingly.The treatment and the
effect can be indescribable, though,without quoting great
chunks which might locse some of the original flawour - well,
maybe just this one from the ever-present Problem Page, oth-
erwise kncwn for this fannish incarnation as Doctor Jekyllls
Surgery:

Mir H. Farnham of the Freehold writes: iy family
hates mes ily son hates me becaise | screwed his girl-
friend and wade him'drop his pants at qunpoint, Hy'






of space and tine imposed by our wide dispersal
(mainly the US Post Officel.

The words 'enjoyment! and 'progress' have kept
aur nolicies in the direction of zmateur endeavours
as a group; although our membership has listed many
great names amcng the professional writers in this
field, the amateur spirit is a so very strong among
the writers of SF, We also sponser other activities
for collectors and readers of the genre, A1l work
is by unpaid volunteers, and is thus subject to
some hazards of circumstance, but in a good year we
publish a fanzine a month, alternating 2 letter-
zine where members expres: themselves (TIGHTBEAM)
with the official organ (THE NATICNAL FANTASY FAN)
where the various bureaus report on what they are
doing and other members reviey books, fanzines, and
send in articles of general interest.

The NFFF (or N3F) has a bureau that will cover al-
m st any interest you have in SF. There is the COLLw
ECTOR'S BUREAU, the INFCRHATICN BUREAU, the MANU-
SCRIPT BUREAU, the clubs amateur press asscciation
NVAPA, a NE. FNZINE APPRECIATION SOCIETY, TAPE
BUREAU, and the TEACHING SF BUREAU. ®lus more. The
club also sponsors a Short Story Contest every
years

Dues have been set as low as pos tble to cover
the cost of materials and some prizes and awards.
Dues are based on the calendar year, but if you join
after April 1, you can pay for the rest of the year
and the followlng year and thus get reduced rates.
The actual cost of subscripticn is not to hand: 1t
was previously § a year but Joanne Burger writes

{(13.6.78) Me are currently undergoing an election
to decide what the dues should be." Anyone inter-
ested in further information about the N3F is wel-
come to contact Joanne Burger at 55 Blue Bonnet Gt,
Lake Jackson, TX, 77566 USA.

({ Compiled by Andy Sawyer from matertal supplied
by Joanne Burger.))
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Throughout five years of marriage t'd always
known that Andy had a mistress, but when Tast
suamer he finally left me to embark on a full-time
affatr 1t wgs the first time 1'd ever seen my rival
in all her unappealing nakednesse. Although ['ve
rarely seen Andy over the last year, Matrix in her
various bodily manifestations has bean omnipresent.
The typewriter has squatted menactngly in the baby's
bedroom, In the dining-room, in the stting-room, and

YR

despite my own JeaTousy, |'ve spent hours protecting
1t against marauding earthlings in the shape of
Rosamund and heb cronies. OCarbon paper has
polluted every room in the house, and Rosamund has
experimented with the correcting fluld as nall-
varnish _ Andy has never needed it Three postmen
have collapsed with heart-attacks before they!ve
reached the top of our h11l, and !'ve papered the
walls with Hungarlan fanzines. (Before he left, Andy
had promlsed to paint themsees)
& SCIENCE FICTION, which does-not include John
Wyndham (a human Ynterest novellist), Brian Aldiss
(an 'maginative short story writer), 'Close Encounters?
{kinetlc art and a quasl-religlous allegery), and
whatever of Andy's | accidentdlly pick up and enjoy,
| have always considered a complete waste of good
timber, Never until this year, however, have I been
forced to confiramy prejudices by c¢lose observation off
Fandome And a horrendous experience 1t has been. [log
of the fans write EVEN WORSE THAN MOGRCOCK! And ABOLIT
LESS! I've enjoyed the news of girlfriends - (many :of
them seem to have had the sense to leave) = and
suffered for you all during sickness and examinations;
but as fo the 1ssuescesesssls Helnlein a fasclst? Cr is
that Han Sclo And am [ allowed to swear about 117
These are the eternal lssues of the past, present and
future.

Honouradle exeeptions, though, ! must make. Cyrtl
Sinsa, | have pounced on your ledters and deveuredithen,
SF and all, before Andy has even gaught sightt of your
tmmaculate seript on the envelope. Allssn Hitton seens
too Intelligent to be an $F fan. And Dav7d Strahan 1've
a sbft spot for, as my sister 1lves In the next village ,
and there's so 11itle to do there, it could drive even me
to Moorcoeks

To wives and girlfriends of aspiring editors | would
just say, "Now's your shance to come off the pi1l for a
bit." Hatrix i the ultimate contraceptive, For a year
Tye fallen asleep to the clatter of the typewrlfer and
woken to the craskle of vituperative Jetters. | must get
an appointment at the Family Planning slinlc, if Andyls

really coning baekess..
(Mary Sawyer)
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1) LORD OF THE RINGS

Bakshi Productions are currently shooting
locatfon footage for the film of LOTR §n Spaln,
Meanwhile, back at the studios over 200 animators
are tracing and dupliacting the live acticn.

Director Ralph Bakshi, in a recent interview
{Screen International, 6.5.78), commented that he
had wished to produce the Tolkien eplc for over
13 years. Throughout this time, the fitm rights
passed through various directors and companies,
including Kubrick, Boorman, Disney and United
Artists, while Bakshi was Tearning his trade as
an animator, producing such features as FRITZ
THE CAT, HEAVY TRAFFIC, and, more recently,
11Z4ARDS. He has perfected the Rotoscupe tech =~
nique wherby Tive action is traced, frame by
frame, and dupliacated in anlmation, Apparently,
Disney used this process a great deal In anlmating
human figuresa

The 1ive action stars 1n LOTR include Paul Gale,
(Gandalf), Sharon Baird (Frodo), and Trey Wilson
.(Aragorn). 1000 extras were f1lned as the Riders
‘of Rohan on the plains of La Manca. The film will
be sp1it into two parts, each two hours in lengtha
Bakshi has been inundated with letters from Tolk-
fen fans, pleading that he should stay trus to tha
novels. He comments: "There will be scenes dropp~
ed. fiy problem 1s... trying o stay as close to
Tolkien as possibles.s to be true to the imagery
and t.e story. He said that i1t will be "a legtt-
Imate cl1ff-hanging film ~ that doesn!t end,®

2)  HUMANOID

Stars Richard Kiel, Barbara Bach, Donald Pleas-
ance, and Corinne Clery. n 20-week production sched-
ule (10 weeks Tocation, 10 weeks special effects)
started on June 10, Tpe B4.5M SF epic" will be
directed by George Lewls for the ltalian producers
Giorgo/Venturint. The ‘humanoid® of the title is

the mutant produce when a man is invloved in an atomic ex-
plosion. He becomes the possessor of superhuman powers and
is indestrucdibie,

3)  STEVEN KIilG HOVIES

THE SHINING (EM! -Elstree. Stanley Kubrick has completed
the pre-production f1lming of the Steven King horror novel,
and has commenced the principal photography. A1l filming is
taking place behind closed doors and the whole project is surf-
ounded by an air of mystery, The leading role of the precog=
nitive young boy Danny Torrance, 1s being played by an unknown
g-year old, Danny Lloyd (the son of an East Coast steelwork-
er). Hack Niciolson and Shelly Duval (HASHVILLE; THREE YOMEN)
co-star as Danny's parents.

FRIGHT NIGHT is th- provisional title for a set of three
stories to be filmed from the story collection by King,
HIGHT SHIFT. The f11m includes 'Quitters Inc.', 'The Ledge',
and "Sometimes They Come Back's A further three stories from
the anthology have also been optloned by Sword & Sorcery
Productions (see below) based upon the theme of semtient
machines; 'The Lawnmower Man', 'The Mangler!, and *Trucks's

4)  SUPERIA!N SPIN-OFFS

Wh¥le the SUPERIAN movie Ys undergoing 1ts final dubb=
ing, editing and effects, Warner are planning a vast merchan-
dise tie-~1n. Besid s the usual T?shirts and posters, plans
are for TEN paperbacks: 'Superman' - a novelization of the
mardo Puzo screenplay; fThe HMaking of Superman! by David
Petron: 'The Great Superman B-ok! by Hichael Fleisher (an
encyclopaedia of Superman); 'The Superman Blueprintd; !The
Official Superman Quiz Book' by Bruce Nash; 'The Superman
Portfollo'; 'The Se Cut-Outs®; 'The S. Calendar'; 'Crossed
Swords' § "Superman Supermdvie' by David Petron (1iterary
advisor to the film). The movie will be shown 1n two parts,
the second half a year after the first, which will end on a
cl1iff=hanger situation,

5} BATTLE ST.R 'GALACTICA!

An allen federation, determined to destroy the human race,
springs a "Pearl Harbour! surprise attack upon Man's 12 col-
ony worlds. The survivors beard the space cruiser GALICTICA
fo search out the last remaining cutpost of the human race,
Earth,

That paragrahp describes the plot behind the most ambite
fous SF film made for TV. BATTLE STAR 'GALACTICAY §s a 7M
dollar, seven hour epic being produced by Glen Larson (p. THE
OUTER L1 TS) and LesTie Stevens (p. THE IHVISIBLE fiaN TV
serfes) for ABC TV. Over 300 special effects are being prod=
uced for the film by John Dykstra (STAR 'ARS) including 45
different spacecraft and a mechanical dog (similar to K9)
called "Muf 1t the daggety o Production was to have been split
into 8 eptsodes, but now looks scheduled for showing as 3
movies, the first 3 hours long and the others 2 hours each,

Stars include Dick Benedict, Richard  atch, Donald Pleasance
and Lorne Greene, Richard Colla has direc?ed a script writt-
en by Larson. S"ectal effects include a closs encounter with
three of the rings of Saturn, the destucticn of a city by 50
spacecraft; and a computer simulated 'bridge’ where all the
action from 12 planets can be viewed simultaneously.
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6) THE KIRLIAN WITNESS ,

The world premtere of this independantly fin-
anced f11m, produced and directed by Jonathan Sar~
no, was shown recently at the Cannes filn festive
al. The $0,50 film, four years in the making, is
based upon a true storv. in 1568 a young woman was
murdered in New Jersey. With few leads available
police recruited the help of a lie detector ex=
pert and believer in the pscychic power of plants.
A houseplant was wired to the 1ie detector and
was able to 'identify' the murderer. The film con-
cerns the efforts of 4 woman who possesses a tele
epahhic sensitivity to plants which she uses to
track down her sister's killer. The film "dev-
lates from a conventional Hitchcock=type thriller
1n 1ts use of Kirlian photpgraphy". This 1s a tech-
nical process, developed in Russia, which reveals
the hidden auras that surround various obiectse

7)  CAPRICORW ONE

This filn, directed by Peter Hyams for Warner
Bros., despite mediocre reviews seemgd to be att-
racting reasonable audiences at its recent opening
in the U.S. It has been dubbed thu 'Watergate in
Space’, involving a faked space mission to Mars af~
ter the pdanned NASA mission goes wrong. The three
astronauts Brubaker (James Brolin), Walker (0.J.
Simpson) and W1117s (Sam VWaterston) are required to
act out the mission on a movie sound stabe in the
flojave desert. A1l procezds well until reporter
Rabert Caufield (E1170t Gould) and NASA contoller
E1110t Witter (Robert "alden) stumble to the fact

hat the TV transmissions, supposedly from flars,
are being beaned from a mere few hundred miles
distance, Thereafter, the film includes nuch action,
with a car chase (described as "the most spectacw
ular ever filmed") and an air chase betwesn tuo jet
driven chop ers and an ancient bi-plare crop duster,
flown by Albain (Telly Savalas).

‘{here the script, penned by producer Faul N
Lazarus 111(p. WESTICRLD, FUTUREYORLD) is especially
controversial is in its hints that NASA may be
pulling 2 cover-up at present, or did so over the
Apollo lunar landings. HASA cooperated with Lazar-
us to a large e tent in the actual production of
the film, loaning various pieces of Apollo hard-
ware such as docking probes, crew couches, capsule
mock~up and a wooden command module. They were °
understandably somewhat embarrassed when the film
portrayed them 1n an unfavourable way.

8) THE MARTIAN CHROMICLES

The Ray Bradbury novel, written in 1951, is
to apoear on U.S. TV as a G-part minl-series. NBC
w111 present the film which hass been written by
Richard fiatheson (THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING MAN +
nany 'Twilight Zons' TV scripts.) This is not the
first time that a Bradbury novel has been televis~
ed. In 1961 he dramatised his own | SING THE BODY
ELECTRIC for the U.S. '"Twilight Zone' series.

=10~

9) THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME

The Canadian GIV network are planning a series of half
hour 'Future flicks! inspired by the H.G. Wells novel THE
SHAPE OF T INGS TO COME, The project is under the control
of Bpitish producer Harcy Alan Towers, who says: Wells
wrote TSTC in the later years of his life. He dealt in fan-
tasy, in terms of fact, thus relating the 1ife people My~
ed, fantasized on the future, and we've adapted this to
how people will adapt to a future world. We've taken the
title and are trying to present an entertaining Took Into
the future, based on how paeople understand 1ife today."

Stars presently hired include Koo Stark as the indep-
endant half-liocner, half-Earthie, Nicholas Campbell and =
"Sparky". The latter is a robot designed by Kohn Stears
(creator of R2D2). The plet cenres around the investegations
by Koo & Sparky of a post-holocaust Earth. Her mission ts
to track doun water supplies for the lunar colony, Prod-
uction starts in autumne

10) SUORD & SGRCERY PRODUCTIONS

SiS Productions is the brainchild of Wilton Subetsy
and Andrew Donally, Subotsky hes long been associated with
British horror productions. His works also include DR WHO
& THE DALEKS, DALEKS INVASIvi EARTH 21504D, THE LadD THATT
TINE F :RGOT, and AT THE EARTH'S CORE. Plans are well dev~
eloped for a S8S film: THONGOR 14 THE VALLEY OF THE DEMONS.
43,50 budget movie widl He dirccted by Harley Cokliss from
a script which he co-wrote with Subotsky.

Filming commences in October. The title role has not
yet been filled, though David Prouse (Darth Vader) has been
approacheds

Options have been taken on several SF/horror filns;
forthcoming may be SOLOHAN KANE (a R.E Howard hero) and
SEX 1M THE 21st GENTURY,

11)_FLASH GORODH

Raymond comic strip, have becn obtained by Dino de Laur=
entiis. He is planning a 820N film, to be directed by
Nicholas Roeg (THE FAN ¥HO FELL TO EARTH) from a script
co-written by Roeg ans fichael Allin. liexnuhile production
of the animated version of FLASH GCROON by the American Film-
ation Sudics is procecding. The first alex Raymond story

has besn scripted, by TV writer Samuel A. Pecbles, into a
2-hour TV movie. Showing is scheduled for Spring '79, on HBC.

12) PARADISE LOST,

A full=colour tablod sized ad 1n the trade press pro-
claims: "One step beyond STaR RS ans CLUSE ENCOUNTERS -
Wilten's PARADISE LOST'. The title letters form an unusual
Togo; the background a sea of stars plus a glowing horiz-~
one The film is to be produced, commencing late 1978, by
0liver 4. Unger (FORCE 10 FROH NAVAROHE), A screcnplay by
John Collier has been published in a book form. Unger is
auoted as saying "o plan a world-wlde hunt for the per-
fect Adam and Eve and will hepefully cast fws unknouns; an
18 years old Caucasian boy and a 17 year old Eurasian

girl".

13) DISHEY TIiE
Tfter PETL'S DRAGON, a £6H nixed animation/1ive action



fairy tale, Wall Disney productions® next film
will be a £7M SF adventure, SPACE PROBE, going
ints production this summer. "Probe’ a mile-Tong
spaceshin which tangles with a Black Hole while
seeking life in remote galaxies. St111 in the
treatment-writing stage s THE BLACK CAULDRCH, a
fantasy adventure based on Lloyd Mexander's 5
volume 'Prydain Chronieles!, based 1n turn on felsh
folktales. CAULDRON is unlikely to appear fop
some years, but promises a return to the Yelem-
ents of magic, wonder and terror" of early Disney.

14) CREEPING TITLES

ST Soqual naw batng slaply refadsgiats as-
Vepisode! 2.... TAKE OFF is a porno verston of
THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GREY.... Steven Spielberg is
reported 1o be very angry that 10 minutes of edited
scenes from the movie DUEL have appeared in an ep-
isode of the CBS TV series THE INCREDIBLE HULK.uss
THEURANTUH CONSPIRACY - Merr)fic tension as a
mysterious hi-jack shifts the world's balance of
power" ..o DEATHFLIGHT - s, Peter Graves, Barbara
Anderson; "virglent flu gerns are Tet Toose on
the tnaugural flight of America's first super-
sonlc plane".o,. HETAMORPHOSES « "animated treat-
ment of “reek mythology accompanied by 10-plus UK
& US rock groups" ..ve MOONRAKER - s. Roger Moore;
the new James Bond £1Tm (11th) which wt1l closely
follow the novel - the 3rd Oxford Film Festival
hope to feature 1ts world premiere Yn June 197%...
DAMIEN: OHEN 2 d. Don Taylor; se W1111am Holden;
", ..not a sequel, but a progression of Damien's Tife
7 years later,.. a mystery-suspense thriller’ ...s
Richard Donner (d. THE OMEN, SUPERWAN) has been
hired to direct OMEN 3 .... SATURN 3 s, Farrah Faw-
cett - Hajors; to be filmed in ths UK ... TAKE
CFF s Russian poet Yevgeny Yevtushenka as the
scientist Tsislkovsky, who paved the way for mod-
ern spave exploration e.e. Comic-strip herces CAP-
TAIN AHERICA and DR STRANGE are in productlon in
US as TV movie characters ... ALIEN fiTming at
Shepperton has been hit by union problems. Equlty
has banned two of the US stars. Tha f1Tm was hit
further when actor John Finch had to retire due to
health problems. John Hurt has repalced himeeas
4 TOUCH OF THE SUN s, OTiver Reed, Feter Cushing
is f11ning 1n Zambia and relates the story of two
US astronauts who are held to ransome by an African
emperor after they crashland in his terrltory....
OVERLORDS d. Karvin J. Chomsky begins producticn
in august. It will be 2 "time and galaxy spanning
adventure” and a sort of “ames Bomd SF movie. Av-
ailable flay 1979 ..., Production designer Juhn Alves
w111 dfrect YEATHERMAN, a SF f1lm for preducer John
Chavez. Alves designed the shark for JAS and work-
ed on CE3K,a.. Carl Foreman ('High NoOn', Bridge
on the River Kwal®, 'Guns of Havarone!) has announc-
ed he will m ke the film THE WEATHER YAR .... Arthur
C. Clarke's REMEZYOUS ‘il TH RAllA is being animated for
a US TV screening 1n Dec. s.ee BRAVE HEY W.RLD is bew
ing filnad for Universal. Based on Aldous Huxley's

1932 novel, 1t will be somewhat updatedases -
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E.C. TUBB has 2 'Dumarest! novel due from DAUl Books
(USh)a [t s called lncxdeni_gg_éjh.

EDMUND COOPER says that Hale have a novel of his due to
be published 1n Uctober. It has the Intriquing title of
Nerry Christmas, Ms Minerval At the moment, though, he is
werking on a2 collection of short storfes called Jupiter
Laughs. He has 3,000 words more to write before he can
give 1t to Hodder & Stoughton, who have heen waiting
patizntly for nearly a yearess

J.G. BALLARD is finishing a new novel. The title is, as
yet, undecideds.

FRED HOYLE has the two following collaborations being
published 1n September: Life C1oud (a serfous textbook)
with N.C. Wickramasinghe and The Yestmlster Disaster (a
novel) with Geoffrey Hoyle.

JOHY BRUNHER is having trouble with a long historical

n vel. He says that it is glving him more bother than
any two of his previous bo:ks combined, fieanwhile, Iﬂg
Suiclde of Man has just been published Yn Isaac fAsimov's
SF Wagazine. It is a novelsts

HARRY HARRISON's The Stalnless Steel Rat Wants Youl will
not be running as a serlal in “Isaac Asimov's SF Advent-
ure Hagazine as 1 sald before (H17)s 1t will appear as a
complete short novel Yn the first issue along with a
novelet by Paul Anderson called Capture of the Centurian= *
ess and a short story by Isaac Asimov among other things. -
This new magazine is auarterly, 112 Ak pages, and retalls |
tn the States for p 1,75 (which will probably mean 95 -
to 100p for us). 1t should get here during July or August,

MICHAEL MOORCCCK informs me that Plerrot have The Entropy /
Jango which 1s an 11lustrated novel featuring Una Perssow
and various other characters, 1t also Tacludes songs from !
the as-yet unproduced album of the same title. It is a i #
Targe format bo k and the artist is Romain Slocombe. Due'i:
in Autumn '79, The same publishers, in conjunction with '
8190, have The Swcrds of Heaven ~ a large-format, full-
colour comic strip (art by Howard Chaykin) and Herotc
Dreams, Enchanted Vlorlds, a large-format critical book

on epc fantasy, including most of the best fantasy
11lustrators’ work. Among them are Chaykin, Frazetta,
Jones, Burns, and Matthews, Wany of them are original.

Both of these around the middie of '79. Big0 by them-
selves have Elric at the End of Time, a large-format book
with 20 colour and a number of b/w 11Tos by Rodney iatthews.
Again, coing 1n 179 (Wouldn't be anything to do with the
Yorldconsse. would 117). Savoy Books have a comic strip
version of The Jewel 1n the Sku1l, which runs to 70pp

in large format and is done in b/w by Jim Cawthorn. Late
178/early 179, They also have Heorcock!s first novel

The Golden Barge (written 1958). This is due to be pubm




lished this year with i111os by Cawthorn and
an introductien by li. John Harrison (who d
doesn't write nearly enough himself)s The
first paperback editions of THE CHINESE
AGENT and The Condition of Muzak will be
forthcoming from Mayflower (early 179) and
Fontana (Spring 178). Fontana will be re-
tssuing (in uniform editions) all the Corn-
elius broks. Granada will be publishing the
2nd Corum serfes in 179, yorcock says that
“A11son & Busby will probably nct be doing
any more of his bosks, | think that they
have the following books though. Cne is a
critical/bibliographic introductisn to the wrk
of i written by John Clute {which will be
objective rather than subjective). This 1s
due in 179 along with a definitive NEY UCRLDS
anthology. This w¥11 contain a eomplete in-
dex and a long fntreduction. Talking of N,
the magazine has restatted 1ife as a large
farnat- quarterly. Number 212 was distributed
free on a lintted basis and number 213 (suamer)
contains matertal by Charles Platt, Mishael
moorcock and Richard Glyn Jones. Number 214
should be out soon. The magazine was restartw
ed due to a continuing dissatisfaction with

the conservatism of the Titerary establishmente

ft w1l be published by a consorium including
a1l the contributors and Charles Partington,
who will be printing the magazine. Distrib-
ution through speciality shbps, bookshops,
and mall , Letters re MW should be addressed
to fMichael Moorcock, c/o inthony Shell Assoce
fates, 2/3 Horuell St., London HC1. Last but
not least comes the news that MGwrcock may be
working on a collaboraticn for a chlldrens
animated serfes with Alex “arveyl He says
that he's discussing it.

HILARY BAILEY!'s new novel lrs Bulvaney was
oublished in April and her SF novel Outlaus
should be out from Condor (USA) at the he end of
the year,

GARRY KILUCRTH's third novel Soul-Brothers
has had 2 title change and is now Sp]1t Sec~
ond. |t is due out from "aber & Faber next
June. At present he is working on a 4th novel
called Trinity. [t is two and 2 half chapters
young and concerns a human telemetry system
that involves the use of an empathic relat-
fonship between twins. 4nd what happens when
1t goes WroNGeas.s

ROBERT HOLDSTOCK has sold a novelet called
Earth and Stone to Ursula Le Guin's collec-
tion called ln{elfaces, and he is still work«

ing on his 3rd SF novel, Remg@@gfiﬂg,

BOB SHAW's new novel Vertigo is due from
Gollancz and Ace at the end of the year, He's

currently at work on another novel as yet untitled. lleanuhils,
he has sold a short called Wellwisher to FESF, and a novelet ¢

called Frost Animals which terry arr is using as the lead story
tn the forthceming Universe 8 .

STEPHEN QOHES & DAVE SUTTON inform me that the third issue of
Fantasy ales is now availab]e from them at 60p & 12p pép from
33 Wren Hous~, Tachbrook Estatem London SWV 3QD. In this issue
there is work by Patrick onno]ly, John Wysocki, Andrew Darle
ington, Brian Lumley, Pat Mclntosh, liapion Pitman, Peter Colem
nan and Denys Val Bakers Artwork from Fabian, Lloyd, Hunter,

Pitts ete.

RICHARD E. GEIS has expanded his novelet One Immortal Han into

a novel which he is currently serialising in SF Review.

liICHAEL ASHLEY tells me that the letest news on his History
of the SF Hags is that Vol 5 will appear in paperback onlys
Publication around March *79, from NEL. He has also obfained
permission to research for an Algernon Blackwood bicgraphy
and is now researching for a complete bibliography of British
SF. The Jatter will be a long-term project and he's aiming at
publication in 1984, (Who says that this colunn doesh't give
you advance news?)

Thanks to all who replied.
((Paul Fraser))

EVENTS creecse EVEHNTS cowasnss EVENTS cuenss

NCVACON 9 (WEST): GoH Bob Shaw; Fan GoH Jack Cohen, Toastmaster
M1son Tucker. At The Turf Inn, Albany, NY, USA, Billed as "The
first yritish SF con tn Albany since prisr to 1776." Information
fron P. 0 Box 428, Latham, NY 12110, USA. (Dates 2 - & Nov '79)

BRUNEL SCIENGE FICTION FESTIVAL: 8 - 10 Sept. '78. Philip Strick
heads an investigation fnto the past and present meanings of

SF cinema and its signposts towards the socliety of the future.
Filns & discussion sessions. » choice of Residential Weekends
(£17) or Non-resldential (£8,50)a At Erunel Untversity, Kingston
Lane, Uxbridge UBS 3PH. For further details ring Uxbridge

39125,

CHAPTER: Cardiff's workshops & Centre for the Arts, are planning
a season of SF films for November, hopefully between 30 & 60
£11ns. Hember Nicholas “rowne has been in touch with the org-
anisers, and says that they would welcome suggestions of part-
icular filps to incTude. So if anyone has any ideas, ccntact
Nicholas at 44 Bronwydd Ave, Penylan, Cardiff CF2 5JQ end he'll
pass them on,

SEACON: the 37th World SF Convention, tc be held at Brighton
23 ~ 27 sugust. Rates £9 attending, £4,50 supporting, but they
will increase after the end of 1978. Enquiries to 14 Henrietta
St, London %C2,

NGVACON 8 at the Holiday Inn, Dirmingham, is 3 -5 Nov, 1978. GoH
is Anne fcCaffrey. £3.50 attending, £1.50 supporting membership.

Da;e Holmes, 1222 Yaruwick Rd, Acocks Green Sirminghem B26 6PL,
e



BOOK NEVS,....B0CK NEWS.....BOOK NEYS.....BOOK NEWS.

Forthcoming from GOLLANCZ:~ Frank Merberi's THE DCS?
ADV EXPERIMENT (£4.95; 20th July); Vonda licIntyre's
DREANSHAKE (£4.95, iuge); & & B Strugatsy s PRISONERS
OF POYER (£5.50, Oct.); James Tiptree jr- 's UP THE
WALLS OF THE WORLD (£5.25, dug.); lan “atson's

HIRACLE VISITCRS (£4,95, Ju]y), 4.C.Clarke's FCURTAINS
CF PARADISE (£4.25, Jan '78); Terry Carr's BEST SF

OF THE YEAR 7 (£5.50, Mov.); Algys Budrys BLOOD &
BURN;HG (£4.75, Jan '79); Bob Shas's VERTIGO (£4.50,
Nove

Penguin issue Richard Adams! THE PLAGUE DOGS on Aug
17th. (95p). The film rights have been secured by

fiartin Rasen, the producer of the cartoon version
of WATERSHIP DOWN,

An i}lustrated guide to the SOLAR SYSTEM is being
published by ATlen Lane in Nov. at £9,85, Text by
Peter Ryan, over 20 paintings by Ludek Pesek, as
well as the latest space photographs,

a
The recent Second Yorld SF Writers' Conference in
Dublin voted Fred Pohl's GATEMAY winner of the
John Lampbe]] Hemorial Awards Runners up were ROAD-
SIDE PICNIC (4.8 B. Strugatsky) and A SCANNER DARK-
LY (P.K. Dick).

ihat Took T1ike a new eult novel (every mention seems
to bring in comparisons with LOTR) 1s published by
Fontana: THE CHRGNICLES OF THOHAS COVENANT, THE UNw
3ELIEVER by Stephen R. Donaldson. |t comes in 3 vols
LGRD FOULS BANE: THE JLLEARTH WAR: THE POWER THAT
PRESERVES. Price £1.25 each.

Futura are bringing out Michael oorcack!'s GLORTANA

in paperbask on Oct. 30th. WM is signing b oks in

the Paperback Bookshop, Oxford on the publication date
and may be doing other signing sessions, Futura also
have Paul Yictor!s HARLORDS OF ATLATIS (75p) while
Orbit/ Del ey have alan Dean Foster's MID¥ RLD (85p);
Jerry Pourielle 's BLACK HOLES (95p); Pournelle's

THE HERCENARY (85p); Terry Carr!s BEST SF OF THE

YEAR VOLS 1 & 2 (80p) James Tiptree's STAR SCHGS UF
AN OLD PRIMATE {75p); M. Rider angard's PECPLE CF
THE H1ST: YHEN THE YORLD SHOOK:“§ THE YORLD'S DESIRE.
Not to mention PERRY RHCDAN 36, Further recent pub-
Tications from Orbit/Del Rey are BE STS (john Crowley)
THE BEST OF RCBERT SILVEFBERG [CE'iCRLD & STAR LIGHT
(Hal Clement); THE MEZENTI.N GATE & A FISH DINGER AT
HEMISON ( E.R. Eddison)

W.H, Allen have 3 DR “HO books out this autumn; DEATH
T0 THE DALEKS & THE ANDROID [NVASION by Terrance Dicks

and THE SONTARAN EXPERIWEMT by I. Marter. Dicks also

has a childrens SF tale out in Sept. STiR QUEST is the

title. Also issued that month is E.E. SHITH'S Lord
edric.

FCDDER's autumn list includes VIXEWN ZERG NIHE by Clive
«??a

Cussler (author of RAISE THE TITANIC); THE HOLFEN, by
Yhitiey Streiber; THE HAKING OF THE STGHE by J. Lyming-
ton. Edmund Cooper's JUPTTER LAUGHS is set for Jan '79
release.

Filn rights have been opticned for Halemann's FUREVER
HAR.

John Yarley's collection PERSISTEACE OF VISION will
appear 1n the UK from Quantum Books titled IN THE HALL
i'F THE MARTIAH KING. His second novel, TITANS, is to

be serialised in ANALOG.

hndrew Stephenson's 2nd novel THE WALL OF YEARS is
complete. |t is a time travel +tale about atlempts to
tamper with Anglo “axon history.

Robert Silverberg hos signed a contract for a new novel,
{ORD VALENTINE'S CaSTLE. Silverberg is also editing
the SF line of Pinnacle books.

Harlan E11ison has a new collecticn out from parper,
called STRANGE WINE,

Dell Books are to publish the full=length version of
STARDANCE by Spider & Jeanne Robinson, as well as new
novels by Sen B va, llarta Randall and Greg Bear,

MESFA {lew England Science Fiction Assoctation) has a
short story contest, closing date Oct 15th, Entries to
go to HESFA, Sox G HIT Branch Post Cffice, Cambridge IiA
02139, USh. The rules are many and varicus so write for
details flrsta

Isaac Asinov's SF Adventure Mag 1s, or should be, out.
NUVA will be out socns Print run of the latter will be
nearly one mil1ion, with 150,000 destined for this counts
rye. Publicity budget 1s £250,000+ NOVA w11l contain
stortes and articles, SF editor is Diana King, former
associate ed itor of ANALOG. First Yssue is scheduled
for September 19, but in order to taunch the magazine
properly there will be a special SF edition of PENTHOUSE
on sale Sept 1.

Ben Bova has quit ANALUG.
000000000

RADIO RADLD

Of interest to SF/Fantasy fans may be the following

5BC radio programmes scheduled for this sept, BCOK AT
DEDTIME (Radte 3, 11pn) 18 = 22 Sept is the "enry James
classic supernatural story THE TURN CF THE SCREW; more
ghosts in the play THE GIRL UHO DIDN'T WANT T. BE by
Frederick Bradnum (R4, 16 Sept; repeated 18 Sept.).
SCIENTIFICALLY SPE KING (R3: 6 Sept & 20 Sepi) repeat
programmes on "™hat do human genes Took like" and "Cos-
mic ‘ays"s There will be an interview with cartoonist
(renember "The Addams Family" comedy~horror TV series?)
Charles Addams on R3, 16 Sept.



JACQUELINE Y, COiBEN, 27A, Herga Rd, Wealdstone,
Harrow, Middlesex HAZ 5AX,

Star Wars is pantonime, and rather bad pantomime
at that - | enjoyed the amateur production of Sinbad
The Sallor morel

| entirely agree with James Parker that this film
and the following banduagon are very bad for SF. So
are TVSF series of the i1k of Egggn“% Run. Of course
the general public will dismiss SF as childish trash
if that is what they seel | enjoy an escapist story,
hut that does imply the presence of a story and be-
lievable characters - there was neither in Star ¥ars.
Cardboard cut-outs postured in a never-never land.
1t was painful.

| do not think, however, that 1t helps at allto
shrué the whole thing off 1ith anti-American remarks

and vague hopes for the future. SF should be extrapol-

ation, and being hide-bound by ones own cultural
nyths is not extrapolation - it makes no dii erence
whather the myths are American, Jritish or Outer
Hongolian - and not all American SF is bhad! Even
Star Trek tried to challenge some as umptions, at
Teast in series 1, and thai it did not continue was
not Gene Roddenberry's fault - not that | ‘agree
with the hopeful assumptions he did make, | do not
beljeve humans will ever turn into angels! However
if the Trek film tells a good story and does not
paint its characters with too saintly a brush, it
may do seme good as a counterbalance to Star Hars.
What is happening to the fila of Duna? That uay do
some good if it is well made.

SF should catch the imagination of kids and
kindle interest in the future, in science, in find-
ing out, in seeing different cultures as fascinating
rich and wonderful. Star Hars was unscientific,
facist, unbelievable and stagnakt. To cap it all,
at the West End cinema where | saw it, there was
an exhibition of pictures - the entries in a comp~
etition for kids. The winners were all pictures of
tidy space ships painted in great detail, exactly
like st111s from Star Wars o The original, thought
provoking, unearthly pictures won nothing - and
some were very good indeed.

Is 1t really inpossible to make good films or
TVSF? The BBC does not have to please sponsors,
yet it produces a poor copy of Star Trek, calls it
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Blakes 7 and shows it when the kid are watching. Anything
Temotely good turns up on BAC2 or radio at 10,30 p.ny Can
anyone in BSFA think of any way to get the BEC interested
in filning stories by the best authors?

Re 8SF. Lid. The unly advantage | know in being a lim-
tted company is that if you make a terrible financial loss
and go bankrupt you do not have to pay your debts, only
£1 gach = so if we expect to go bankrupt and do not mind
leaving our crediters holding the baby, ve stay Linited,
but if we either look forward to solvency or have a consce
ience about the payment of bills, we might as well give up
that status,

PUILIP HULD 'HEY, 28 Moorland View, Derriford, Plymouths

iiaTRIX and VECTCR reminded me of a picture that my
little girls have. A Cloun's face; one way up 1t is happy
and sloppy, the otheg very cor ect but rather sad and
dreary. | Tiked HATRIX:

| found the news very interesting and helpful. Things
like the full 1ist of Hebula and Hugo nominees are very
useful for reference purposes. As, indeed, was all the
nevs section.

iiot too sure about the interview with Terry Jeeves °
though. |t seemed 2 trifle digdingenuous. Dave Cobbledick's
auestions were not exactly rapier darts of inquisition
tiat would produce earth-shattering answers, For instance:
"The page count cf ERG seems pretty consistent; have you
ever had thoughts of expanding etc. etc.” Eeech. ‘hat sort
of reply can you give to a question 1ike that??? Also
with no disrespect intended for ERG or Terry Jeeves,
Tongevity in itself does nct necessarily breed a fanzine
that is exceptional or that one uould like to enulate. This
assunption seems ip.licit from the introduction onuards.

lan Garbutt, | think it was, mentioned that [ATRIX
needs editing. The lettercolumn certainly does, It adds
up to a r ther boring, overwordy whole, Some of your ¢0=
rrespondants could do with being a bit more concise, and
not using 10 paragraphs where one would do. They fall in-
to a trap of writing a chatty personal diatribe. Fine in
a personal letter, but not so effective in a letter in a
magazine.

Someone somevhere was tacking on about TVSF; the old
Sturgeon's Law of "99% of everything is crud! sti1l holds
true. The majority of television is mindless moving walle
paper. <uick, without thinking for a minute, name half a
dozen TV programmes that stinulated/excited/enthralled you
in the past 10 days??7 | can think of very few - | CLAUDIUS
and PROFESSIGHAL FOUL by Tom Stoppard. Buth repeats. What
e1se??17 Crossroads? ARGEHTIA V. BRAZILT It is ironic
that the Dictador of Argentina was able to get onto the
end of the big est world audience ever, because of a
football matcheses

DAVID STRAHAN, Cox Earm, Boxford, Colchester Essex.

Exams have prevented me reading the last two BSFA
nailings until very recently: | accept Paul Frase 's pont
that you cannot review angthing without having read it
entirely, and that for that reason my reviev of the
F&SF June '77 vas- shoddy. Thanks Phil Stephenson-Payne
for expanding the point;- | see nov the speciousness of the



reasoning in my H{6 letter,

I see looking back through the letters that
| was quilty of over-reaction and that Paul
Fraser's criticisms were very largely justified,
iy reaction probably resulted from the tone of
Paul's fbrst Tetter (which | still think was
obnoxious) although the points made therin were
valid. | should have regarded his points lmpart-
ially and Ygnored his tone. | didn't.

I think therefis a place in MATRIX for the
longer fanzine reviews, as written by Roger
Waddington, but 1'd also Tike the short capsule
revieus or contents lists back again. Why not
have both, selecting what you consider to be fan-
zines v rthy of longer reviews? {(This is in
mind.))

The Newshcunds of the BSFA 1s an excellent
section now that Paul Fraser and Martin Hatfield
are doing it; it has so much more form than it
used to. The headings mean that you can skip about
forgetting what you're not interested in; be-
fore you had to read the lot for fear of missing
something good = well, almost!

PHILIP #AIN, Students Union, University of Keele
Keelem Staffs,

| have been a member of the BSFA since Hay
and have recieved 3 mailings so far. Apart from
forming an SF society here, this is my first ex=
cursion into fandom and my first impression
leaves me dismayeds Are fans really so critical
of, not only authors® works, but each others'
articles? You seem to pan everything and anything.
| suppose you will tell me that criticism raises
and preserves standardsm but psychologists have
shown that credit where credit is due is nuch
more valuable,

You are forever making pleas for new people
to become active fans. Can't y u see that this un-
ilateral slammin; of everything may result in
turning less critical fans away from writing to
you? They may feel that their pieces will be
unmercifully torn to shreds too. For example,
that plece on "SF in the under-fives". It was
obviously a light-hearted piece not meant to be
taken too seriously (Although it is easy to
se2 the roots of SF buried in that childish
fantesy). Yet fans were serfously criticising
it. Star Wars and Blake's 7 got critical stat-
us too uhen thegse are also meant to be taken as
a bit of FUN, Incidentally, most fans seem to have

got the wrong impression from the ending of Blake's

1. The 'Liberator' was not destroyed at the end
as you seem to think, The computer they had just
captured was making a prediction on the fate of
Trav:s, which duly appeared on the screen. Then

it predicted the end of the 'Liberator'. Aron
disconnected it, and then, Jenner screamed "Look!"
( AT THE SCREEN ) to see the 'Liberator! bloun

up, ( ON THE SCREEN ). You'll see !'m right when
Blake plus crew appear next autumn with a new

series.

| find MATRIX mush more accessihbie and chummy than VECTOR,
but it does seem to me that it is more than a Tittle cliquish,
dominated mainly by BSFA committee members. | enjoy your ed-
itorials and Bid] Little's Round the Clubs. flember's Notice'
board and Hewshounds are particularly useful, and the humor- -
ous articles are nicely entertaining, but do you really have
to have so many pages of letters?

SHAON R. GREEM, 37 St Laurence Rd., Bradford-on ~Avon, Wilts.

| found your piece on ALTRNATIVE THREE interesting; |
didn't buy the book because much as | loved the peogramne,
the book just had to be drawing the thing out to a point wiere
it just wasn't funny any more. One interesting reaction on my
part to the arogramme; as things progressed, and it turned out
that there %AS life on a habitable Hars, | began to think,
Wouldn't it be nice if this was true. OK, Earth's in trouble,
but at least Mars is habitable, and from their accounts sound-
ed rather 11ke ERB!s Barsoom... wonder if | could qualify...
it which point | began to be a little worried with myself.lt's
one thing for me to be paranoid, but when the whale world really
does seem to be atacked against you, things are getting a
out of hand,

James Parker's piece on STAR i.RS came across as a wee bit
pretentious and more than a 1ittle arragant. This position is
nothing new in SF and can be seen very clearly ih VECTOR these
days; that escapist SF is evil and childish and full of nasty
inner meanings. |t should be stamped out so that Art & Literatw
ure SF can take over. Bull. | like oorcock, Ellison, et al,
but a steady diet would be just as nauseous as a steady diet
of escapist sword-swinging. | enjoyed STAR HARS because in
nany ways it wasn't a Planet Stories rip-off;it took itself just
seriously enough and no more. Half the dialogue was jokes of
the film itself, and the characters, though played pretty
straight, were obvicusly concieved tongue in cheek. The more
serious side of the film was to my mind quite realistic, Mr
Parker makes eomments about glorified violence, (no doubt
with a few thoughts at Starship Trocpers etal), but | found
no trace of this attitude in STAR UARS. In the final battle,
the rebel fleet was pretty much uiped out b the time Luke got
his shot in. Cbi-wan might well be d=ad; certainly the other %~
characters thought so; and Princess Leia had already seen her
home planet destroyed.

STAR WARS s neither Fascist, militaristic, or particularly
escaplst, People die, get hurt, fail as often as they succeed.
Using the most basic sense of the word, | would go so far as
to say that STAR VaRS was Realistic; ie true to its world ando
ours.

No doubt | will now be jumped on by people screaming ldeal-
ist Romantic Escapist. Screw 'em.

| 1ike the new Hulk series; admittedly | watched the pilot
after reading the Harvel origin, and ended up playing 'Spot
the Similarities', but the series is doing quite well. When |
saw 1t was being produced by the people who gave us the Bionic
Family, | was woriried. When | saw that it was going tb share
the old 'Fugitive' format, | grew faintly nauseous, but it
seems to te working. There's hope yets Lou Ferrigno makes a
very impressive Hulk, though | wish there was more of him.
(Scriptually speaking, !'d like to see one episode where we
start off with the Hulk and have only brief appearances of
Banner, as in the comic.) Has anybody notiwed that the Hulk

=



row appears mainly at night, and Banmer at daye.
This ties in directly to the original comic
idea, which synbolises the fact that the Hulk
is the night side of Banner's {and our) char-
acter, the Hyde to the Jekyll.

WALCOLM R. WATY, 52 Eastfield Read, Benton,
Newcastle upon Tyne HE12 8BD.

In both the Tetter columns of recent editions
of WATRIX and the editorial of VECTCR 87 there
have been pleas, from members of the Associaticn
for better editing,

Editors should not only collect material and
arrange for retyping onto stencil, but they
should first prepare the material for public-
ation, by modifying the contributions to suit
space, taste and Iegal considerations in a re=
sponsible manner. 4 contributors are not pre-
pared to accept the editor's alterations, they
should be asked to reurite their material, a pro-
cess whigh usually should make the end result
better, as more time and thought wil] have been
spent on the finished article.

llembers are too important o the Association
to be lost because of poorly written material.
Steve Howkins, a member of six months, hit the
nall on the head when he said "BSFA's publica-

. ticns not only have te be good, but they have to
be seen to be good." Dissatisfaction is rarely
made public.

D.T RCLLEY, 33 Greensward, East Goscote, Leicester

Perhaps the most intercsting editorial to
date; your point about pretending fiction is the
truth is a welcome criticism of many books. It
didn't matter so much with the 'God is a spaceman’
type, but it's rather more serious with ALTERHAT.
IVE 3 and Rorvik!s IN HIS IWAGE: THE CLOHING CF
A HiAl, Of course, books which purport to be true
usually sell more than books which say the same
things and are listed under fiction,

James Parker's 'Sonic SF! was interesting;
Ive never heard much of Kraftwerk’s music hut
having read this |'d 1iks to borroy their Tatest
LP from the local library,

The tnterview with Terry Jeeves was inform~
ative. | have to admit 1've never seen a nopy of
ERG, but it was interesting tr learn a Tittle
about why someone produces a fanzine more or
less rzgularly for 20 years,

{Janes Parker & STAR #ARS): | too prefer the
writers James prefers, El1ison, Ba:lard. Hut why
be so dictatorial? You've got to give people the
freedom to make mistakes, and that includes read-
ing literature which you personally dislike. On
a philosphical issue, | don't think it is sens-
ible to say SF should be this, should be that.

If you have just one book in the world there's no
need to categorize it, but when you get more
books categories come into existence. This book is

speculative, thls is romance, this is left-wing, this is
SF. Get the pointT Explicit: the definition runs 'this is
SF' not'SF is this'e For anyone who wants a fuller discuss=-
ion, check Popper's thoughts on the problems which arise
~hen tie order of a definition is reversed.

There's too many letters to comment on. No disrespect to
the others, but 'd rather comnent on Don Hests's.

General point. Yhy do we have to make so many deduct-
ions fron the balance sheet? These matters should be stated
explicitly. First point, Don says the sale of VECTOR to
non-nemhers braught in £854 and deduces that this is sur-
prising considering that back numbers sold slowly. You're
so right! That's 100 copies of VECTOR per issue to casual
buyers. decond point, buying back issues is much better
not. Keith Freeman was about t:o weeks sending the ones |
ordered. A year though - that's ridiculous. Third point,
as Don s ys, it's absolutely stupid to rely on a rise of
over 1504 to cover costs. Fourth peint, how much freedom
was Chris Fowler allowed? Fifth point, some of the stories in
TAHGENT are readable. Sixt4 point, | Vike Paperback Parlour
whether it's produced by the BSFA or a member of the committee
but it's obviously im:ortant tc get the weight bracket
right. Should the BSFi conmittee resign? Let's hear their
explanations

({A reply to Don West's charges has been prepared. })

iloving on to the BSFa file, 1'd be most interested to
hear what the advantages of being a Limited Company are,
at Teast from the BSFA's point of viaw. The discussion
about zero growth needs widening considerably. The committee
(and members) really need to come to a decision on this im-
po rtant issue. !f we're being counted, !'m for increased
growth. | think there would be a corresponding rise in the
quality of material the 8SFA produces.

BILL J. FRASER, 36 Campbell ST. {E HILHS, KA16 9DT, SC TLAND,

The BSFa's current award winner is amusing as | chucked
ny copy of that book into the rubbish months back, as | con-
sidered it to be a Toad of mediocre crap, and edcided its
author would be best left on the bookshelf vith other authors
of mediocre piss-elegant novels such as J.G. Ballard, Ben
Bova, Philip K. Dick, E.E. 'Doc' Smith and Ray Bradbury etc.

So ["11 say the current BSFA award isn't a g-od judbement
of what's best in SF at present. flot that | place any value
on any of the awards, except for the HIGD which does come
up with the odd good one mors often than any other.... though
it locks like the next one will be best left on the shelves
also.

auess to some crap like DARK STAR has some appeal, then
again there are probably those around who like falling into
a midden in a heatwave.... and | guess that to them, DARK
STAR is a kind of 'sacred cow' as their kind of 'SF' goes;
all 1'11 say is it's overdue for a trip to the knacker's yard,

Good exanples of SF 1'd say are: JEFFTY IS FIVE/ THE
LEFT HAiD OF DARKNESS/ THE UCTE [N GD'S EYE/ THE BALLAD GF
BETA-2.

((Hmmm, a mixed bag there, almost as mixed as those you
condemn. Of the three out of the four you mention which |
have actually read, 1'd call tuo definitely oustanding, so we
have common ground scmewheres | can't see how Dick and pallard
can be called 'mediocre', tihough, and we must continue to

-disagree on DARK ST:R!))
OZB‘



GREG HILLS, 331 Featherstone ST, Palmerston Horth
New Zealand,

A vast content-improvement on *{7. But that
hlasted corner staple. The staple matter s the
number one~ double~A-prime thing that bugs me
about MATRIX, cos there 1s NO tenable excuse for
a magazine that falls apart. Typing is $till Had
and both you and Dave C confuse 'to' and 'too'.

And now the polemic beginst the Tetters!

Martin Macgilp: Nice Tetter and it lends me
some hépie for the future of BSFA; someone, at
Teast, is content to ignore present issues and
drag thelr Tetters eut of their own minds. Per=
sonally, | have never felf resentment when'a maori
(read 'black! if you Tike, though there is no re-
lation except that neither is while Caucasian -
and hence, in the strange world climate, that makes
them somehow closer to each other than to Eura
opeans. Starnge concepts) got a job and | didn't,
[t has happened. No, my thought at such times was
lucky sod, and why couldn't 1t be me? Maybe
next tige 11'11 be my turn...7 such thoughts ape
exactly the same as when anyone gets a job |
didn't. (! am 2 student; holidays mean | have f&-
tried for a quite Ynordinate namber of posit-
jons.)

~ What the hell Vs James Parker getting at?
HE backhands every single item that made STAR MARS
enjoyable (and therefore Stgnificant, in a differ-
ent sense from the normal usage of the term) for
me. | sece!l He is one of those perverts who in~
sist on taking SF to the broadest pessible meaning,
I am not impressed by verbage sush as'the SF ghe=
tto', '1tterary prison'. | feel that his 'widen-
ing of the borders' is no such! It is just a dil«
ution of the genre by gathering into 1t the old
deathddrek stuff that killed "matnstrean' (null
term but ['1] use 1) Titerature. Keep that up
and you no Tonger have 'SF': you have "mainstrean’
under a new title,

Uhat | could understand of T.W Francis' letter
was... Interesting. I'nm still giggling, and it's
not the nasty snickers many letters get!

Bi171 Little: heed his opening words! | eche
them 100,000% (pretty hard). | agree with the rest
of his letter too, Maybe M7 was just one wherethe
permutations of letterhacking happened to throw
up and extra-large number of loudmouths? Any.ay,
Bi11 spoke more sense than many a Tonger Tetter
doese

Richard Yancroft backs up my view that there
is hope for the future. | am fundimentally an op-
timist, but ! doubt ! am being optimistic In
thinking that ifan will not, vcan not nust not be
tied to this miserable 1ittle nud-ball (home
though it be) for his whole term of existence.

A11 things must end, but 1t's a helluva Tot more fun
meantime f r the adventurous!

Don West: PAPERBACK PARLOUR easily carrjes its
welght in the mailings. 'Twas worth more than the
TANGENT & that contained such utter drivel. Further,

B

ny package had il,V¥,T,PP, trivia. Postage (atrmail, nind,
was1.97. Allowing for the productions cost of the mags,
the club is lostng money on me. [ figure at that rate
["11 have to LoC Tike hell to carry my weight. Revolting
as the zlnes were, I'm not complalning: | have seen one
or two worse, and 've been careful as to what | ask
after. 1 & V , dsspite their glaring faults, are rather
goodas to contents (even if V is a 1ittle too sercon
for my tastes), while PP 1s unique 1n my experience: 1f
14 didn't come wlth the BSFA stuff, 1'd ask for 1t an
its own.

Datum: non-UK fen should see 1f the local PO's sell
British Postal Orders. That's how | paid my fee, and
so far as | know 1t cost the BSFA nothing to convert 'em
to exact cash - 1f 1t did cost, no-one has seen fit to
tnform me of that fact!BPQ's cost the sender more than
cheques (104 as against free, for NZ) but are seeningly
not affected by cashing charges (cheques) or currency
fluctuations (International loney Orders).

({Thanks for the info you sent with your letter,
grege Now how about those cther non~UK members follow-
ing suit and sending me news from thetr fair 1ands??1))

WILLIA BAINS, Crowland Lodge, 100 Galley Lane, Arkley,
Barnet Herts ENS AL,

This LoC is only golng to mention Don West's Tetter
to say that he is somewhat hard on the committee: the
ninutes of mestings, accounts etc. are published not just
for fun and because the men In blue require BSFA Ltd.
to do so but in order to attract comment, suggestions
etce So your faithfyl members, seeing thelr organis-
ations finances laid bare before them, ignore them and
turn to the Loccol to see who 1s atabblng whom in the
back this ish. Oh, thinks (777) the commitiee to 1ts
collective self, we must be dolng what they, the 498
members who did not comment, want of ws. Thus many of the
woes Don complains of. By contrast to the general mem-
bership the committee carry on esoteric hatchet jobs on
each other's hatchet jobs in MATRIX, their comments be-
coming ever more vitriclic and Involved until someone
Tike self, recieving his fbrst NATRIX 1n the middle of
a nulti-ish battle, recieves the impresston that 1t is all
being run by a closed soclety speaking solely 1n 01d High
liartian. This is not good: Some more involvement from
the membership (as in Don West's most comprehensive
polemic) would, ! belleve ald if mot solve the 111s of
the BSFA,

But truly emazing is not the troubles of our good
organlzation but the fact that, despite these 1t continues
to grow. This is despite lack of advertising, and
mean almost total lacke | have been addicted to SF since
| discovered libraries: | cleaned out every library
within bicycling distance of home years ago. Mever, in
the elight years betueen storming the school 1ibrary and
entering University did the mystic runes BSFA cross my
path. Ahd yet within two weeks of entering Oxford the
0.J. Speculative Fiction Uroup had located me as suit~
able materlal (stop laughingl), showered propaganda all:
around, and signed me. together with 1% of that year's
tntake. 411, | might add, done on an extra Tow budget



and despite the fact that OUSFG is nat really
a dedicated fan group but only a snall Uni-
versity society with the usual 0% nert merber-
ship. Oh committee members, regard then n awe
the rescoursefulness of that tiny group, suc-
ceeding in informing rvryone 1n a 9000 strong
undergraduate population of its existence at
NO COST, What free publicity have we seen in
the daily press for the BSFA? Has Dave Cobble-
dick taken his 'Better TVSF! campaign to the
natfons press? Has he written to the Radio/TV
Times?

{({Yowr comparison of the BSFA with the OUSFG
is a bit ingenuous; for a university soclety 3
wishing to attract members there are several
easy channels ~ there's generally a 'socleties
Baxaar! or some such at the beginning of each
year, and 11's possible to get in touch with
every student through central pigeonfholes
(I'm not sure what the situati on is at Oxford
but no doubt you can get in touch with people
through the colleges), not to mention dogzens
of noticeboards scattered about. The BSFA
doesn't have so much of a captive audience,
and we have the whole country to cover! Our
publicity was never good, admittedly (1t took
me several years to track down the BSF&l), but
i1 has tmproved - our steady increase in mem-
bership 1s witness to that. Cn writing tc the
Press = | myself have written several times
1o local papers (znd on one occaslon got an
Interview) and members 1n the West Country
might have noticed a letter by me in their
regional edition of the Radio Times - with
the reference to the BSFA edited out!))

PETER J. KERSHAM, 24 Broomflat Close, Standish
Nr, Wigan, WNG ONF,

| totally agree with Bill J. Fraser's
point about any nut who expects SF in the mass
media to be real SF, Filns are made for mass
media, and to do otherwise would be commerc-
Yal suicide. STAR BARS tn book form is 1ike a
written comic book to me. The same goes for
CLOSE ENCOUNMTERS. The only exception is 2001,

I¥ only an SF author were well acquainted
witha wealthy tycoon or mi11lonaire who could
win him over, tc get money for a real SF film,
and colllaborate with a top Director who would
share the same vision, and produce a real SF
film. For instance, "Best Sellers®on TV 15 real-
1y good; If only we could have an SF best-sells
er in the collection, e.g, THE FOUNDATION TRIL-
0GY: EARTHLIGHT: THE CITY AND THE STARS: CHILD-
HCODYS END,

ALEX PILLAL, 32 lifngle Lane, Stapleford, Canmbs

Ye! another interesting Matrix. What a co=
vert (Though | must say that bloke locks sus~

pictously Tike liarvel's Conan),

Hamm, usual mixture, round the clubs, sf muslc, a cross~
word which varies from the tco easy (The Doc's initials) to
the downright obscure {Anagram of sun: ask Bidb llartey), an
interview (really good), Mewshounds (#hat has Godfather part
3 got to de with SF?) the 6SFA file and the best bit of all,
the Tetiers.

| must straight away disagree with B111 Fraser, DARK STAR
was a brilliant, funny and original film. Yhy's he ruaning
down 'hard core' SFT What does he think SILENT RUNNING (which
he likes) 1s? Anyway, | Ttke old fashioned SF as much as |
1fke the new wave, and as far as ['m concerned there is stil]
a place for hard core SF in the shape of books 1tke MISSION
OF GRAVITY and NEUTROM ST.R.

| must copnletely agree with James Parker's fdea that
ST.R §ARS 1s the death Tnell of SF. People thought that it
would open up people's minds as far as SF was concerned; it
has, in a way, but only to the E.E. Smith type of stories,
Soon enough the bock market (2nd that means now) w11l bs swamps
ed with S 1mitations and that'11 stagnate the market for
years to come. Also any projects for good SF films or TV ser-
tes w111 be kiTled stone dead 'ces the f41m companies will
only touch space opera,

The BSFA news brought up comtroversy over an increased
menbership. As far as I'm concerned, to grow 1s to be betters
The more memberships the more money.

Oh yes, Don West's Tetter on the influence that an organ-
isation Tike the BSFA could weild is true in that if all of
us acted together then something might ha pen. However, he for-
got the fact that most members just couldi’t be bothered. For
instance, you dop't recieved00 Tletters after every mailing, do
youTHis bit about us buying hardback novels is utterly ridice

w2la



ulous. Does he know how much hardbacks cost? | haven't
bought a first hand hardback in years,

BERNARD M. EARP, 21 Moorfield Grove, Tonge foor,
Bolton, lancs.

First, what happened to "Half1ife"? Just where
was our beloved Elmer T. Hack? Have Jim Barker and
Chris Evans split up or has "Wilton Hunroe' slapped
an injunction on them? Lets hear it falks, "Bring
back Hack!" {yes [ know he appears in VECTOR, but
I'm trying to save postage){{Cunning blighters...
come to think of 1t, | enjoyed the saga of Elmer, to))

On Don West's point about the inclusion :f other
zines (Paperback Parlour & Walf) with the BSFA
nailing, | would think that any zine going out to
all members and without cost to the editor can easily
be sanctioned as supplying 2 service to all, But
a zine gstng out to a Timited number means that ther
rest are subsidising the fortunate (7) few who do
recieve I,

((Distributicn of WAIF - Ton Jones! fanzine - was
carrled out under the BSFA distributicn service
which s frequently used for fanzines and fliers -
and hence, 1t was paid for. Distribution of PP is a2
BSFA service.)) -

DAVE COBLEDICK, 245 Rosalind ST. Ashington, North-
- umberland NE63 94Z,

ARTUCRK: the cover was excellent, In fact it has
been the best !'ve seen since that collecticn of mug
shots that appeared on a 1itho cover In the days of
oTd (young? youngish! Tom Jones. |£ you can keep up
that standard of presentation, do so.

CONTENTS: hmmmm, 'frald | can't raise much enthu-
siasm here. | dunno, but there seems to be less and
less to pass comments upon and that which there is,
Is pretty awful stuff, SONIC SF: this wasn't bad,
but very highly opinionated and that, to me, is a
useless waste of energy.The reviews 1n M8 were so
cold that | wasn't convinced that these reviewers were
themselves convinced that these things were worth -
Tistening to or going to see. REGULAR FEATURES: .RTC
%ad good as was the Newshounds, but do we really
need MEDIA NOTES? (sorry Hartin). | mean, we have a
full-time pro-mag which encapsulates the whole of
the visual SFgenre, and does 1t far more comprehens-
Yvely than HN; [*m talking about STARBURST!

As | sald, the regular features were OK, but
then they don't seek to solicit any kind of comment
other than of the appreciative kind, Being there
for an Informative purpose alienates them from the r
rest of the contents and only if they are mistaken ®
in any way will someone speak up and say "Oy! You
made a blundal" Maybe 1t's not your fault, Andy,
but surely, out of over 500 members, an improvehent
in the quality of the items intended to solicit re-
sponse could be Implemented. The Tast few issues
have been a bit of a Bet down and indeed, the only

thing which has kept M alive for me is the Logcol,
-7R0

Sorey to be so depressing, but | feel that WATRIX s
dying and unless we have a Jong sequence of vitamin
shots (in the form of GOOD Interesting artlcles) then
the end looms nears The Loccol is full of vitality, but
how Tong can the dabates go on before becoming repetits
tve? A1l | can say to the membership 1s GET YA FINGERS
OUT AND GET CRACKING U1TH SOME DECENT ARTICLES,

So, to my usual contribution of vitriollc mumblings.
First, 1'd Tike to thank Steve Howkins for expressing
his concern over those who try-to-get~at-me; ta, mate!
| also thought, for a 1ittle while, on the question
Andy posed after you mentioned your affection for Niven
& Pournalle's LUCIFER'S HANHER. For me to answer such
a question (what books would | save to rebuild civil-
izatton) | would need more than just ..."The cicllized
world has collapsed, what are you going to do?, The
questlon 1s very vague and so no-one can really give a
sensible and Tcglcal answer.

((True, 1t was a s111y question; guess !'d been Tiste
ening to too much DESERT ISLAND DISCS!))

To answer James Parker's Tetter | must resort to
asking a further questlon "HAT IS THE FUNCTION OF FIC.
TION? To me, 1t Ys to entertain; to separate reality
from fantasy even though the fantasy must be based upon
factual human traits, faillngs, weaknesses, etc. (all
Titerature is derived from the experiences, ethics, and
hopes of Hankind.) The way that JTP's Tetter is written
talks of fictional ploys as representaticnal of reallty
and as such Vs dangerous. | would agree with hlm if
people were to accept the theories and extrapolat ry
philosophies as being undoubted FACT, However, [ can't
see anyone relating to FICTION as reality and so any dan-
gers arising fron the so-called gullibt1ty of people
are {11-founded. | dislike the idea of SF trying to por-
tray the problems of the real world in a didactic and «
preaching manner, [t doesn't make the warld any better
than 1t is, It doesn't make people 1n places of authority
st up and say "Christ! Do you see what's going to happ-
en? We'd best do something about it." | revel in the
yarns of the SPACE OPERA stories and, to a number of .
people, that makesme a snivelling unintellectual person,
So what? lread SF, or any other kind of fiction, for the
values | Took to 1t for: entertainment. | care not for any
political, ethical, scientific, technological theorles
that the author cares to throw tn. | don't rate a book on
how accurate its science is or how the author can play
around with paradoxes. A book could contain all these,
but if 1t doesn't entertiin me, then to hell with it.

ALISTH LOME: | do not enjoy violence, nor do | wish 1t
to flourish. However, violence in books/f1lns/TV 1s there
because ve want it. Let's etart with films; JAYS is a
prime example. Why do you suppose people went to see 11?7
To enjoy the story? | doubt 1t, as there was Jittle or
no story apparent. People queued up to see JAUS for tre
sequences whic : detalled the violence that the shark in-
flicted upon the innceent swi mers; arms, legs, heads be-
ing torn from bodies. Feople sat there, horrified, enjoying
those sequences and waiting with slurping 1ips for more.
A common street brawl will attract an audience who will
cheer and goad the fighters to try and ki1l each other.
Bringing 1t closer to home we will sit and watch two mun
hash each others brains out, twist arms and legs, bust jaws



and teeth and we will sit either at home (watching TV) or
in a live audience walching these things happening in
BOXING, WRESTLING, KARATE,... "SPORT". Jeesus, when you
take a real close look we absolutely leve and desire
violence, We're 2 barbaric race at heart and haven't
matured out of the infancy of our beginning.

| agree with you that we should be trying to groom
the violent streak out but it's part of our inheritance
and as 1t was inherited from Hother Nature herself we
have a hard 11ttle darling to fight against. So, don t
say that | enjoy sesing broken beer bottles pushed into
people's faces, or any other kind of violence for that m
matter. Only | (along with the rest of the populace of
this grotty 11ttle world) canlt help Tt if my hidden
inheritance becomes excited at the thought of violence.
Don't forget, WEHN are naturally inclined to be violent
whilst women are maternal and loving.... a solid fact of
nature that no-one can disclaime So, don't lash out so
hard next fime until you san accept that which we are
and have been; what we will be all depends cn who gives
firstaeess US or MOTHER NATURE.

(( 1 agree with you that there is a fascinati-n in
vialence, especially hen the cbserver 4s in nc danger of
acyually being involved, Sut man is also capable of other
reactions; our nature Vs a cemplicated cne duc to the
fact that we are Eﬂi_ﬂﬂll(if at all) natural competitors
(and hence prone t: violence among ourselves) but also
social animals (and hence or 1ives are built up on co-
operation.) as for your peint about men being naturally
viclent and weomen maternal and loving, that is an even
more complicated area, Iry investicating that with an
eye to the most fervent followers of these sports yiu
nention above (mostly women) or the rising statistics
: for-ynren ndicted €or crimes of viol nce. In such
areas the difference between sexes is not as great as
the difference within them )

KEW JANN, & Arminger Rd, London i12.

i have given up reading SF for the time heing, the
reason being that so much of it is crud. | do not see why
| should waste my time on uradulterated mediocrity.

This mediocrity is due to two (ain factors: (1) the
"tradition' of SF. We are still suffering from the effects
of Hugo Gernsback's abberations. if | had a time mach-
ine, | would strangle him at birth. | feel it ironical
that we sheuld laud him - through the presigi:us Hugo
award - for his services tc SF. The 'puip' era is a
nilistone around SF's necka

(2) In comparison with other fields, SF authors are
underpaids This is, of c:urse, the fault of the publish-
ers. This has tuo effects: (2) SF authors tend to supp-
lement their w-rk with other types of ficticn and non-
fiction, or move out of the genre altogether (lsaac Asim-
ov is a prime axam.le of this). (b) The best authrs
have no ingentive to stay within the genke - and tnereby
improve it - but use it as a vehicle to express that which
would be unaccepatable to their normal readership then
disapnear forever from the scene. Hence, SF is a field of
nediccre authors. A third efiect to be noted js that

underpaying authors results in a prolific -utput (e.g, John
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Brumner, lsaac Asimov, etc.) just to keep the
wolf from the door,

However, | am optimistic that one day an SF
auther will walk away with the Nobel prize for
literatire, Uf course, by that time, science fic~
tion will be known as 'fiction' and the barricades

i11 be down, SF will have come of age.

fly optimism is built on a handful of "SF' writ-
erss Brian aldiss, (laf Stapledon, H.G. flells, J.G.
3allard, Ray Bradbury. There aren't any more. A

pify-

STEEV HIGGIHS, 18 St Austell wve, TldsTey, Greater
flianchester 29 7FY,

Yhe inability to distinguish between fantasy and
reality you described in the Islan illustrates an «
other facet of the human condition, that we're far
better at using our methods of communication to
do the opposite. Speech 1 a faculty which enables .
us to conceal our thoughts, and the more complicate
ed our communications systems the better they are
at concealment. In theory, there are ways to count-
er it; raticonal thought, the scientific method etc.
but peanle do :seemrto prefer Bermuda Triangle
books to Bermuda Triangle Disproved books. Ukay,
nctiing wrong Yn that as it is, (and rational
thought has its dangers, see George "artin's 'after
morning comes listfall') except for the dangers :
that begin to accumulete in that process of wish-
ful thinking and deliberate mythoTogising.

And now to James Parker, lt's a bit late, but
can | say something about his Tetter in M17?7 In real
1ifepeanle generally resort to violence to resolve
injustices and moral conflicts, but 999.99 recurr-
ing times in a thousand that Tast resort 1s un-
successful, ind moral conflicts are never resodved
overnight, That's just as nafve as expecting the
square~jawed hero t> show sveryone the errar of
their ways and bring peace, Tove and the American
Dream. The aim of a revelution is, by definiticn
almost, tc get rid of the bad and to set up the
solution in one sweep. |t can't happen that way.
Only sweat, quts, toil 2nd a long, long time can
bring about change. That seems to be the fact of
life that both TVSF {and TV 1n general) and James
Parker have missed.

is to your conments on STiR #iRS, you don't
have to be 'sophisticated! to understand what fun
is, but | think you're right in saying that a cer-
tain degree of sophistication is required not to
apnly attitudes in escapist films to real life.
Thare's a comment Chris Fowler made in VECTOR 82 a-
bout the Stormtrcopers: "ln their white thermo-
plastic armour, (they) are totally anonymous, as
well as 1nsect-Tlke, so tiat when they are lasered
down one can cheer without any feelings of guilt."
He calls it a 'beautiful touch', but in flact it's
horrible, like those 1ittle Vietcong who all looked
the same, and very hostile with those visious narrow
eyes. Anyway, ['}1 now stop backing up your arguments



and point out that 1t is only reviving the trade
ition which is a Tot older than Hollywood (e.ge the
tnfamous pre-i¥1 poetry of Rupert Brooke). Cf course
it's immorral (the sort of real immorz1ity idiots
1ike Mary Whitehouse have nc idea of) but not as
nuch as some glorifications of viclences But why %
nust STAR WARS represent "the sick side of the
death-culture perfected on Madison Ave." when sure~
ly it's just an insignificant part of something that
has gone on throughout human history.

Writers Ttke "onnegut, Ballard and Ellison etc.”
only produce work of meaning in the context of an
alternative to the dark side of 1ife they paints So
people are mean bastards, great, Tet's get on with it,
unless you want to tell me we don't have to bes We're
capable of love, compassion and sacrifice = that's
the reality,

Thanx to the same for his review of the Kraftwerk
album, a band |'ve heard a Tot about but nothing
of (2 cliche, but true). Comments on 'contemporari-
ness' a little strange, though. The point of punk
and the rest of the new wave is really just excite-
ment and fun, but it does give a sense of thesex-
perience of kids in 1977/8, and some of the suff-
erings and aspirations they have.

ks f r the debate on politics, although | call
nyself an aparchist and would prefer a system with-
out authority or central direction, | would like te:
see democracy tried out. Britain 1s far from a dem-
ocratic country. A lot of other systems have been
tried out and proved themselves unfeasibie, but not
democracy (except in Ancient Greece? Not in any way
applicable to today.) The only hope for, and semb-
Jance of, democracy is the plethora of pressure
groups (and Treades Untons, to_some extent). The only
way democragy cculd be tried is 1f the peonle get
active themselves.

Waybackwhen Yn 16 Richard Bancroft made the
shrewd observaticn that "Fans who would Tike TVSF
tallored to thelr individual needs would probably
be found downat the boozer on opening night." lihere
was Lester Hanaington when RED SHIFT and STARGAZY
ON ZUMHERDOUN went out? ! think most of us agree
with him, but why not encourage the examples insteed
of moaning at their absence!l Both, 1f not as good
as PROFESSIONAL FOUL, pointed the way to his 'adult
SF televissd drana's

| 1iked the interyiew with Terry Jeeves. | was
Impressed by the way he Tisted his dislikes in -
fanzines, but then showed that he didn't object
1o then and aspreciated that other people did
1ike them. :

The BSFA Hews section is a worthwhile feature.
1'd 11ke to take up the comment "SF is booming -~
there 1s no real need for the BSFA any more.”
Although the advert states that the BSFA 1s to
encourage and advertise SF, i1t hasn't struck me
that it really pursues any particular function.

Ona thing 1t 1s is a sort of entrance for many
people Ints fandom (myself for instance.) As such
I think 1t ocught tec provide some sort of service
to such neos. The 'Round the Clubs' sectfon
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ought to be given more emphasis, and there should be n=
formation provided of cons for people who have never bech
to one before, that 1s, as nuch information as possible;
and MATRIX ought also %o provide important details about
as many different fanzines as possible. At the moment,
without Fallible Freeman, and with only 2 minimal RTC and
con news tucked away in the Newhounds, 1t is difficult to
strike out beyond the BSFA. Suggestion: I've nothing against
the usual type of con report, but they tell very little to
people who've never been to a con. How about the revolutione
ary idea of a one-off serfous con report as a sort of
"ayman's guide to fandon'?

{(Any volonteers?? There's Cyril imsals piece in this
issue, of course, and | have an articte on a well<known
BSF.\ member's 'firstcon' to appear in a future issue, but
I'd be pleased to hear from anyone who'd 1ike to follow
this idca up.))

PAUL FRASER, 51 lvanhoe Rd, Aberdeen AB17HA,

l4 secms that all the previous Tocs | have sent have
been as sffectual as farting against the winds

A case 1n point: thinking that the Caraell Award could
do with what was basically a Hugo-1lke structure (four cat-
egories for iction to begin with) | suggested as much and i
in the next MATRIX therc were one or two people who mildly
agreed with me and none who were violently oppossed, Of
course, Uingrove (Guardian of sald Award) didn't say any-
thing about 1t, However, | thought at Teast 1t would be
constdered, but, 2las, 1t seems note On one of the many
pleces of paper lying in my mailing (you really shouldn't
put them in dark envelopes - there!s no telling what they
get up to) | found that the Carnell now has four categor-
fes. Great, | thought, they've used my suggestion. Then I
read i1, After being infuriated, | started laughings The
ridiculcus second suggestion - an award for the best colle
ection/anthelogy - sounddd utterly absurd. How, pray tell
us, does cne compare an anthology 1ike ANDRUMEDA 1 with LRV
E71ison's author collection DE.THBIRDSTORIES or Aldiss!
G.LACTIC EMPIRES? Did anybody think of that? Do the myster-
ious pr sences that decide most of the affairs of the BSFi +
think at al1? It seems nots ‘ihcever decided that the award
take this shape would be better off asking the membership
what they think rather than changing 1t to their own con-
ception of hat it should be. If they had any sense they
would adopt ihe professional award structure of the Hugo
awards but that's assuming that they are in possession of
the first requisite. How befors | get some condascending
reply to the effect that | am just bogged at tha fact that
my idea wasn't used (and | am. Uh yes, | most certainly an)
et me say thet | did at Teast use a public platform to
expres> my 1dea and get, or attempt to get, some reaction
to the idea. Unlike somesees

A second case in point: the mild-mannec man 1n the
street might wonder what it takes for those in charge to
get treir thunbs out of their arses and their brains out
of neutral. Mow hov many people have written complaining
about the staples holding their mailings together? There's
srobably more mail on that than anything else and what's been
been done about it? Yes, that's right, sod all. At this
point in my letter | am beginning to wonder if the seople



who put out VECTOR and MATRIX are not in fact half
dead zombies overating in some dark subterranean caves
endlessly plodding through the puddles of sTime

choked waters with bundles of mildewed back numbers.
(Clark ashton Smith eat your heart out.)

ie11, let us get away from the topic of BSFA
politics i ' r2 wiolesome subject of
necromancy, bestialitly ore.. ah yes, NATRIX, It has
more similarities to a corpse other than it stinks,
yiknow,

First of ail the cover, which isn't toc bad, but
is not enhanced by a crudely drawn date, number and
title. Inside the cover thers is, roughly, an unbal-
anced mess, 'Round the Clubs! is too long consider
ing the minority of people it serves; | can't really
see why this "important function' should take more
than a page if it's at all necessary. Wingrove's re-
vieh: "By the time you've read this it's probably
finished", not to mention inaccessable for 904 of the
nembers. Newshound mention. Nothing more, Hewhounds
and members noticeboard ~ strewn as usual all over
the place, exemplifying non-existent Tayout, probably
conceived to complement the typos whichspop up eve
eryuhere 1ike gnomes in a rockery. | really can't see
any excuse for the unbalanced and messy disgrace
that NATRIX 1s.

Now the Tetters, of which thers are far too many
(or too much, perhaps). For instance, Steve Hawkins!
suggestion for a combined issue was impractical and
didn*t really need printing, did 1t? James Parker's
Tetter wa a good laugh. ldealistic crap always ise.
So's when you drag things out of all proportion. Here
he is criticising STAR WARS because it isn't Deep and
Profound and Realistic and scared shitless because he
thinks that we're all geing to trot off to wer 'cond-
itioned! by movies 1ike this that miks war seem sterile
and cleans Anyone uith half a brain knows that war

isn't like that one movie. And as for his dictum that
all films, bosks etc should teach/show/make us Took
at life, who the hell wants to) What does he think
people read a d go to the flicks for? To get as far
away from Tife as they can,

({I've given you my respanse to your comments in
a personal letter, Paul, so | don't need to go over
every item again. On your Tast point, though: | pres-
ume you're implying that most people Tive such Tousy,
rotten lives that, given the chance for vicarious es-
cape, they wish to "get as far away from 1ife as they
can". Do they then really need to see the same attitudes
that probably drove them to escape in the first placel
O are they actually locking for portrayals of these
attitudes to confdrm them in their prejudices? Or do
you think that such discussinn is meaningless and that
any entertainment is nothing more than a cheap drug to
stop us thinking?))

As to your gquestion ({on discussing prozines))
about "who's going to wait for three months to get a
complete novel when they can get it at once?", wellmost
people will. The serial is a cheap {compared to a hardback)
way of getting the novel and other reading AND IS AVAlL-
ABLE FIRST. You wait two years for the paperback if you
want Host people are too impatient, if it's something.§¥;

a favourite author. ((Point taken.))

And as for Din West's letter: Good for you, Donl
| can't wait to ses the suitably evaisive, dithering
reply the committee will give him,

| really am getting sick of this organisaticn.
Never before have | seen such plain bad value for the
80 odd pence that each mailing costs. You can get an
SF REVIEY for roughly the same price and 1t's infin-
itely better. Next year, if the standard isn't much
inproved !'m going to form an altennative organisations
And you can take that as a threat.

((From a further letter))e...

{t 1s my opinton that an anthology Ydea is a bad
one when 1t comessto giving an award, [t's far easler
to judge stories of toughly the same length than 1t is
to compare a reprint anthélogy against an original one
or an author collection, What my main bitch is, s this.
Why do the committee not take a vote through the mem-
bershlp on these things? That would at least give eve
eryone a chance at expressing their own opinions whether
they did so or not. And that brings me to another
thing. How can the 25 pe.ple at an AGM manage to make
decisions concerning 500 BSFA members? Both these top=
is point to a non-existent democracy in the BSFA. There
shouTd be referenda on any major decislon concerning
the BSFA. Ahd cost and bother of arranging these is
no excuse either,

RICHARD BANCROFT, 7 Woone Lane, Clitheroe, Lancse

! iIntuit that the average SF fan (that's you) us-
ually thinks in terms of SF that are or were created by
someone other than him/herself. Are fans incapable of ex-
pressing their personal concepts of SF7 Surely not! But
1t Tooks to me to be tha case that great pains are taken
to record in letters, references to authors, publishers,
SF 1n print, TVSF, Music and the 1tkes A sort of sight
and sound expose of documented SF, This makes me wonder
whether any fans have experienced SF via olfactory or
tactile sensors. Taste bud SF even, The tactile angle
is possible through 3D images of SF creations. Where is
all the apeculative thought that hasn't hit print yet?
fiho can truly bring new concepts to 1ight? Could science
(the baseline for SF) develop along a non-mathematical
growth pattern? You don't need to be abde to count to
draw a circle or cut out a wheel; perhaps it's the
naths that straitjackets experimentation only provids
ing a convenient means of repetition of an event. There's
a lot a speculate abouts You can come aquite bored by
covering old SF around unless you're hypernostalgic,

Go on, read the stuff you are offered in the bookshops
and accept it - as the be all and end all, M st of you
will probably ride on the tightbeam SF that publishers
would insist is the most economical for them and most
entertaining for you. & nasty depopulating PTutonium
device going off in yeur neck of the woeds wouldn't be
entertaining, revealing perhaps. But to see it go off

in your pal's back yard « that might be entertaining if
you were a psychopath. The nasty Plutonium thing was
ance speculated about and is perhaps a popular SF device,
Why? IT's old bunk now, We need more than spaceships and



political war games, we need to speculate about
Science from an angle not yet referred to dir-
ectly, from knowledge thought to be fact at the
moments lt's 1ike Alice might have sald: "Get

your leg over the threshold and take a Took at the
back of your head.

DEREK HARKNESS, 11 Westland Crescent, Cookstoun,
Co. Tyrone, N. [reland.

Good God ['m not Salvadore Dall. Hellfire,
what'11 | rell all those people who appreciate
my worke 1'm ruined, you fink, Seriously though,

[ take your point lan Garbutt. Some of my work
can be scrappy so just for you "1 try and im-
prove. Since you rajszed the topic | might as well
ask a guesticn of all fellow artists reading.
Just how do you approach drawing i1loes for
zines? E.q. do you sit dawn at professicnal
drawing boards and draw out everything proporte
jonally core ect or do you sit down, draw out your
illoe in pencil and when satisfied draw over in
inke | confess to the Tatter mainly because if *
I sat down to everything like a professional 1'd
be at it for ages. Also remember I'm not quite 17
and don't even know if |'ve passed my Art O Tevel
yet, so don't expect "A Masterpiece",

Letters seem 1o bring up a lot of controversy
this ish. | cannot agree with James Parker on the
whole about STAR WARS. The film is just a hit of
escapism from the usual porno films that we sample
at cinemas and although escapism may not be good
in large doses | can't see all films which follow
STAR WARS continuing thatvirend.

Don Hest: | find it hard to believe that the
BSFA Com:ittee members are responsible for the
alleged mismanagement of the funds espacially after
the friendly almosphsre and heipfulness that |
recieved when | tnitially joined, (and which is
sti1l there.))

TCM JONES, 39 Ripplesmere, Bracknell Berks RG12 3QA,

Although | a prove of the occastonal gnod hoax the fine
ale 1s always the unmasking of it and to then pretend the
heax is real destrcys the enjoyment. | have a theory. Ve
live in a s~ciety where most people don't understand what
is going on and fecl they have no contrel over their lives,
for exanple, from a technical viewpoint they/we are surrw
ounded by m gic boxes which produce a multitude of wonde
ers. |s it thus surprising people are willing to belleve
in magic, in spaceships playing geds On TV yousee a war
film and then a news report on war atrocities in 'ietnam/
Africa = is it surprising people find 1t difficult to diste
inguish fact from fiction? Fortunately | believe this is
an aspect of future shock 2nd we'll come out of our coll-
ective daze and retain our scepticism. Until then we'd be
easy meat for a cosmic con man.

The interview with Terry Jeeves was worthwhile and
interesting as far as it went, ie dwelling mainly on fan-
zines, in particular Terry's zine ERG. Now Terry has been
a fan for a Tong time and !'d have liked 1o hear some
stories Trom the past. Look an this as a request for a
follow-up rather than a criticism of Dave Cobbledick's
abilities as an intervicwer - he obvicusly had an aim in
mind and achieved it,

The Tetter column continues to be a high spot, nice to
see some new names. | must side with those who bemoan the
slanging matches of the past few Yssues. Unfortunately
this seems to be a fannish trait (there have been some fiery
feuds in the past). Some of this is due to the form of
communication used o [t's very easy with a let er, partice
ularly obe going to a letter column rather than the person
concerned, to say something harsh about somsone - to say
something you would n t say toc his face. | suppose it's part
of the classic effect which says it's easy to be nasty at
a distance.

flust enjeyable & as long as | pay my £5 1"11 damn well
write Tocs when | fee Tlike itl {N.t that 1'd dare say that
to his face!)

Cv"g:,( VA D2 ARBRANESE
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CYRIL $1iiSA, 18 fuswell Ave, London MO 28G,

First, a m}1d word of reproach: you pub-
lished a long letter of mine in W17, and you re=
punctuated it,

In the general run of things this wouldn't
worry me, but in this case lan Yarbutt attacks me
(both in his letter to 18, and tn a personal
letter to me) for something | never scide ‘that you
did was that ycu added a comma to my sentence
"ith the exception of some fiction in TaHGENT
(which consists of prozine rejects),..." so that it
read "ith the exception of some fiction in TAN-
GEWT, (which consists of prozine rejects),ses” |
hope you can ses that the extra comma changes the -
meaning.

fhat | was trying to say was that my fiction
contributiens to TANGENT censisted of prozine
rejects; what the published versfon quite clear-
ly does say 1s that TANGENT as a whole consists
of prozine rejects, vhich | never meant to imply.

((Yoy are quite right: apologies all rcund, |
think!)) .

N CHsiGING THE i, ILTNGS: Let me reiterate the
sentiments | expressed in my (unpublishable) LoC
on M7: some people just cannot tell a functional
ting when they sez one, and thezy fesl they have to
change it for the worses

Unless I've missed sowething, there have baen two
ideas put forward with respect to changing the mail-
Ings: A) the AGH debate idea that there could be al-
ternate al1-VECTOR and all-MATRIX mailings; B) Steve
H wkins' idea of a combined VECTOR/HATRIX/TANGENT,
nassibly alternating editors every third issues

[ don't know hou seriously eitner of these prop-
osals have been tzken by other members, but persanally
| considsr both to be disastrius. The idea of having
HATRIX (1n theory cur newsletter) coning out at four~
nonthly Intervals is crazy. People complain (with
some justification) that even on a bimonthly scegule,
the news in inTRIX fails to be topical enoughs So
what weuld 2 four-monthly schedule achieve? (Total
stagnation, methinks), Besides, dentt any of you
peosle out there like a bit of variety Tn your nail-
ings?.

Steve Howkins! sceme is a good deal more tngenious
but no Tes: ruinous, in my humble ~pinicn. “hether ycu L
Tike their magazines or not, | think you'll agree that
sach of our editors displays differing siills (or Tack
of them, if you prefer to be cynical) and that each of
their magazines has an atmosphere of its own. Frem a
“pactical viewncint, do any of our editors have the tine
to produce the kind of mammcth tome that Steve sems [’
want? [t's all very well ta say that yuu'd Tike the
BSF. to produce a nice, hig, pretty fanzine, a “ritish
equivalent of SFR op ALGOL, But whb s going to do 117
Dick Geis has a full-time job with SFR, and, the last |
hecrd, our editors w re all enployed elsehows

T0 GTHER MATTERS: James T. Parker, | love you (or
words to that effect). | thought | was the only person
in fandon who genuinely didnot Tike STAR W RS (t at's not
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100% true actually: | wa over in the States recently,
and | did meet a gentleman at Westercon who had a
STAR WARS sucks button - quite the most cloguent piece
of Sii parap ernalia 1Tve ever seen lestercon was pretty
heavy for SU fans: lots of identikit Princesses, ex~
copt that they all wore shades agaipst the California
sunshine, and the queue for the convention's screening
of St was so Tong that the hotel's fire marshal panicked
and threatened to shut down the con if it wasn't conw
trolled. Sitting outside the film room during that
screoning, | saw people moving their 1ips in time to
the dialogue, and when | mentioned that | didn't Tike
$4, | got piously jumped upon: "Yes, but.,.”
~ Ye Gods} | thought then, and Ye Gods! | think now.
Because, unlessy.u happen to publish Del Rey books, S
1s an insult to contemporary SF - | agrec, James, | agree.

We call ourselves the BSFA, but reading the Terry
Jesves interview, or Paul Fraser's classification of
the genre, | begin to wonder whether [ am talking about
the sane thing as they are, Yhich is why | was intrigued
by erry Park's suggestion that maybe we should get our
members tr discuss what 1t is tnat makes SF tick for each
particular readers ‘le might well find out a Tot of int-
eresting things by doing that, and | have a feellng we'd
discover that Lester Hannington is right when he says
"SF" per se does not exist (| liked his analogy of a
Tsodden unbrella under which a variety of activities
takes place"). _

Judgin; from what James Parker says in his letter,
| imagine that my conceptizn of SF is fairly close to
his. fnd so I'm not too happy either that there may be a
whole load of people (Out There in the Big Wide Yorld
of Fried Chicken Fingers and Underarm Deodorant) whe
think that SFaST.R ARS. Because if there is a sufile-
jent mumber of such pesple, "SF" will, to all intents
and purposes become STAR .RS. If enough peole consider
STAR RS - or space opera in general - to be SF, it's
no good a smell minority of The Faithful screaning
"but it ain't so¥, You may not like it, but 1t is so:
effectively, science fiction will have defined itself
as space opera. And it's already happening.

[¥ the public at large thinks SF=Si and we consider
SF 40 be something different, we should ditch the term
in order to communicate cle rly, without misunderstand-
ings. A11 of which e easier szid than done, because a
1ot of pecple - including myself, | suppose - preserve
2 fondness for the atrocities that they lapzed up so
eagerly in thier misspent youth, and they have a per-
verse desire to justify the ER3s of this world 1n the name
of ary Shelley, Ursula Leguin or whemever. Brian Aldiss
hends over hackwards in BTLLION YEiR SPREE trying fo put
a polish of respectebility intc sci-fi. Look at 1ts
antecedents, he cries, and lock at the truly Good Things
that have come out of it in recent times..elell, | hon-
estly doubt that Capt. S. .leck was inspired to write his
tales after read ng Lucian's TRUE HISTCRY, and as for the
Titerary descendants, we are offered STAR WARSTT? [ am
Ted to wonder why Aldiss bothered.

| suppose that in the eyes of -many people, the fore-
going will mean that | am not a "Science Fiction" fan.
So be it: I'w really not that worrieds STAR UsRS sucks,
and [*m off to read some Angela Carter,




DCN YEST, 48, Norman St, Pingley, #. Yorks .

(THE BSFA AARD)

Seme honour -~ what the right hand gives, the left
hand snatches back again, and thw whole muddled and
self-contradictory charade seems closer to an insult
than anything eise. aving chosen a name which seenms
not entirely appropr%ate (for reasons given in my
Tetter of last Yssue) but which could be justified as
offering well-deserved acknowledgement of arnell s
past services to SF, Jones promptly poisons the pleas-
ure and cheapens the gift by declaring the title to
be 'purely an interbal shorthand.",..

Perhaps there'tl he another chapter in the BSFA
Award Saga (revised edition) with the next mailing.
Perhaps there will also be some answers to the quest-
jons | raised in my letter of last issue. | suppose
1y's understandeble that the comnittee members nead-
ed time to get their story sorted out, but | hope
they've used this time to such good purpose that |
won't have to kesp asking the same questions again
and again. | also hope - for their cwn sakes ~ that
they won't all bs tempted to try and hide under a
collective anonymity. Some comnittes members are
prabably guilty of nsthing worse than being passive
yes-men, but if they try tc dodge respansibility
under the umbrella of solidarity they will be judged
on the same basis as the more active offenderse..

(([*n not quite sure what you mean by that. This
Tetter and y ur last one were both filled out with
a great deal of perscnal abuse aimed at certain of
the com ittee members. A collective response is the
only rcasonable response to your charges 3 |'m sure
the Tast thing BSF. members want is 2 response to
your fnsults on the same Tevel as you hurl them -

w at they deserve 1s, instead, a proper analysis of
what you have said, ire you attacking the BSFA as a
body or are you making personal attacks on some of
the committes nembers? ))

The history of the BSFA s full of ups and downs-
perdods of growth followed by collapsw, sually the
growth was either accident or en‘husiasm, the collapse
efther apathy or exhaustion. Theregs alusys this
problem with unpaid lebour: the harder the officers
work.the more likely they are to raise the membership,
thus cr ating more work for themselves... and so on,
until the spiral collapses on itself. Instead of this
inverse-reward situation it would be more logical to
create incentives for gord management. Apart fromla
purely nottonal prestige any BSFi officer who isn t
running a Tittle graft on the side derives no heneg-
fit from the work he does. Much of 1t - mechanical
production and mailing routines = isn't even inter-
estinge This 1s tolerableonly when the membership -
and therefore the work - does not exceed a certain vele
une. Yhere you draw the Tine depends on the degreec of
anthusiasm and dedication, but once past 1t a rapid
decline is inevit:ble. Volunteer labour isn't fnex-
haustable, and at very b st, abrupt and frequent changes
of personne]l make for a lack of continuity which has bad
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effects. There are greater opportunities with an 1n-
crease in size, but to fake advantage of these openings
calls for a corresponding increase in investment
of Tabour, otherwise growth turns to a disorganised conw
fusicn Teading to collapse.
lero~growth - or some form of restricted member-
ship - has attractions only if one considers the BSFA {p
be a variety of Exclusive Club, a haven for the Chosen '
Fev. Pecple whose egos are so fragile that they need thls
kind of sheltered envirannent sh uld find their group
therapy some place clse. Dut the BSFA has certainly
reached an awkward size. Elther it can fall hack to a
membarship level which makes fewer demands on the cffe .
icers » in which case 1t wil) simply stagger on in its
old and ineffectual manner, from onc erisis to ancther -
or it can expand further. In the latter case, some sort
of paid help is essential. Yarious references to "pro-
fessional assistance" have been bandied about §n HATRIX
already, conjuring up horrible visions of six short-
hand typists ehgaged by the committee to teke dictation
of innumerable Tittle memos. Wh?t | mean by "paid help!
is very far from this Exccutive s power-fantasy - simp-
1y one person tc work part-time-nandling production and
nailing of BSFA publications, promoting VECTOR sales to
non-menbers and wider publicity. Thers 1s a great deal
which could be done - which should be done - but which
is unlikely to be dene satisfactorily (if at all) except
by someone who is pa&d for the effort,
aving proposed a paid wirker for the BSFA 1 pust
add that the sugrestion s one for the future; the pros-
pect of the way in which the idea would be implementod
by the present committee is enough to horrify anybody.
Even worse 1s the thought that cne of these people nmight
fancy the job for himself.
For these reasons alone, !'a not ober<keesn on the idea
of the BSFu discarding Limited Company Status. The nudsan-
ces of the position are outweighed by the safeguards:
there's a definite dividing 1ine between personal and
BSFA finances, and the affairs of the BSFi are subject
to at least some slight outside scrutiny, Without even
these minimal checks, hzaven knows what sort of a mess
we'd be in by nows
({Seeing as how y~u obvicusly wouldn't trust us to
organise professicnal help ourselves, have you thought
of the cost, of the salary, qualifications necessary,
anount of time such a job would teke up etc.?))

D/VID LAKGFORD, 22 Morthumberland Ave., Reac"lng BERKS,

| wouldn't conment on D. West's recent pointed crit-
icisms of the BSFA, but such indifference may give a false
Impression of members! thoughts. Or this member!s thoughts,
] hope no-cne would be so complacent as to take sllence
for total support of the BSFA committee; it's more like-
1y to indicate supaort for D.lfest, his coanents belng so
strongly phrased that those who disagree are virtually
beund to reply. Those who agree may think their case
has already been put, almost too forcibly!

H's so easy for an argument like this to hecome
cluttered with trrelevancies. D.¥est has mads some good
points which require response. lt's irrelevant that he
only rejoined the BSFi recently; it!s irrelevant that



the connites hzs (and alusys has had) the myriad
problems of an unpaid body. The central question
is: how did Chris Fouler contrive to spend so much?
From recent MATRIXes it seecms that he was being made
a scapegoat even as he departed, with genial Phil
Stephensen~Payne and Dave Wingrove putting in the
boot with vast enthusiasm, 411 our probl ms are
the fault of Fowler, the decadent reactionary
Gang of One. Mow | met him many times and apprec-
jate the problem: here, one felt, was a man who if
his management of VECTOR was criticised by the
comniteee might just have a tentrum and alk out,
leaving na-one to edit our principal organ. But per-
sanzl friction cannot be accepted as an excuse
for lack of financial control. Yho was keeping the
records from which BSFA accounts must actually be
produced? The Skycon conmittee may all hav: been
good friends, but from the beginning we were care-
ful to keep accurate records of income and expend-
iture so that Kevin Smith {our Treasurer) alwags kneu
how much we'd spent and what we'd spent it on. A1l
cheques had to be signed by two comaittee members
and entsred in Kevin's ledgers And this was the ad-
ministration of a single amateur SF convention, with
no legal requirements to ke:p agcounts and only an
unuritten obligation to publish them. A linited
Company like the BSF\ must prepare full accounts (and
nust present them at its AGH, incidantally); it must
therefare kesp full records. "aturally | assumed all
was well, and Tike many others didn't study the Hin-
utes until D. published his analysis tiereof. The sh
shocking point 1 this "impossibility" of breaking
dawn expenditures | still find it hard to believe.
The very real issues raised should not be Tost in
a spate of reaction tc D's somewhat overstated pol-
emic (which, mind you, is highlt entertaining for
anyene not onthe receiving end). 1t's true that being
involved with fanzines outsids the BSFa can give one
a poor opinion of BSF.\ zine production. The problenms
of iinTRIX are relatively few and could readily be
solved by tighter editing (especially of the letter
column) and closer attention to layout, spelling and
typing. | begin tc suspect that VECTCR, as the "shows
case” publtcation, needs 11tho production - 1t
should apoear less frequently {f the costs are too
highe A good, meaty, litho-printed VECTCR every
four months (with HATRIX bimonthly) could be both
Impressive and economigal. {'d recommend that
the BSFA bought 1ts own electric typewriter, by
the way: an I8N Executice as used for MaYA would be
a worth while Ynvestment at around £100 - £150 (1n
the last Exchange § Mart | Jooked at). Indeed MAYA's
{npeccable layout and production puts to shams even
the glosstest Fouler VECTCRs: there's something to
aim for! That leaves TANGENT, supported by so few
members that | honestly don't think the rest should
subsidise 1t, and PAPERBACK PARLCUR, a useful en-
ough service with which | have no quarrel - though |
could do without long reviews of reprints. The bus-
Iness of GSFA committec members sending out their own
zines with mailings is surely a storm in a teacup;
men of such integrity will obvicusly check whether
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the fnclusion takes the matling over a weight-step and
if so, will pay the difference themselves. Undoubtedly
their consciences force them in any case to donate to
the BSFA 50 of the postage they saves
(By the way, it does occur tp me that BSFA material
is praduced by the praiseworthy Reith Mreenan upon "quale
ity" duplicatdr paper weighing 85gsm; the use of 70gsm
paper would save nearly a gram per page per mailings. 50g
or 60g Tess could drop the whole thing to a Tower weight
stepess Of course | know that the 85 gsm paper Is deve
Yously.and cheably obtained, and*maybe the 70gsmestuff v-
would even cost more: still, it's worth consideration)
Thus, at garbled length, someof my own feelings. The
debate which must follow D's attack promises to be a fas~
clnating highlight of HATRIX, but | trust that 1t won't
involve too much fruitless abuse {In the States such
fanzine controversy has led to 1ibel suits, but "that
can't happen here".) The BSFi ts a worthwhile ideal
which kesps running into problems, seemingly because too
few people take a professional attitude tc the job of
running 1t. If frivolous, dilettante, fly-by-night fans
can run conventlons on strictly business-llke grounds
without forfeiting amateur staus, can the stern fdealists
of the BSFA not do stil} better with their internal
affairs? Perhaps we needed D. to take a fresh Took at
the old system (which | for one had grown used to) from
the perspective of his absence from the BSFA, and stir us
up a bite If his attitude is too idealistic, expecting
too much of the committee, then perhaps we should elect
him onto the Council next AGN and let him supply 2ll
this missing drive and energy. Put up or shut up, as they
sayq

ALISGN HUTTON, 23 Nowell Road, Rose H1T1, Oxford GX& 4TA

Interesting "Jackson!'s Island"s re presentation of
faction" - 1t's a common falling of publishers and prad-
ucers to think of their aydience as elther 1) intellegent
enough to recrgnlse fiction, or 2) too stupid to matter.
lMost of them are unllkely to conceive of the parancia
that can arise from biank uncertainty,.

| was glad to see from Steve Houkins! Tetter that
he too feels t at there s much to be said for combining
HATRIX & VECTCR. | think a combined publication could
be avery well-balanced mixture of members! ccntributions,
interviews and articles. Retaln letters, ewshounds, &
Round the Clubs from MATRIX; from VECTOR = critical
articles and fictional contributions. Al ternatively, you
could make Ml much more different from V by developing
it as a forum for discussion {an already noticeable
trend, viz. the tncreasing letter column) & resist the
temptation to include interviews & obscure competiticns,
(Or competitions and obscure Intervl ws)

James T. Parker: es, [ agree with your opinfons on
the role and potent1a¥ of SF, but you are putting on 1t
some of those very Tinttaticns which you reject in prin-
¢iple in the Miterary prison" paragraph, Sf should ex-
plore all attitudes and prejudices, Including your oun,

[ think you have mlstaken its aims and exaggerated 1ts eff-
ects. Of course, 1t makes assumptions about good and eve

11 which may not coincide with your own opintons, but

to call 1t immoral without defining morality is to make



a very subjective evaluatlon, & to call it "Pingoistn
sabpe-ratfltng tripe" 1s simply excessive. [ note that

you make no comment on CLOSE ENCOUNTERS - 18d be int-
erested to know what you made of thate [ liked the
special effects & found the last 45 minutes especlally
tense & well-produced. Clever use of muste. Thought
the middle of the f1lm a drag, except for the int-
eresting parallel with the onset of paranold schiz-
ophrenia,

Dave Cobbledick has successfully invalidated any
comments he may make upon anything which may involve
a difference between the sexes by his amazing capac-
ity for stercotyping:~ "Boys 1ike adventure, war etc
and all of them are, to a degree, violent by nature...
girls Tike soppy romances and Tove stories.” Good
grief!

Thought-provaoking letter from Don West: | feel
the Conmittee should reply to his challenges. To hold
and attract larger membershlp, | am sure that the
quality of production must be impreved - this in-
cludes printtng, proof-reading, & endurance ,(to
staple or not to staple.) lmprovement may, indeed,
be necessary to hold prssent membership.

Incidentally, will anyone but meadntt #o enjoying
Heiniein? {(Well, you're tn agreement with Dave
Cobbledick therel))

BILL LITTLE, 183 John St., Biddulph, Stoke on Trent.

You raised some interesting points tn Jackson's
“Island about the hoax programme ALTERNATIVE 3.

fihat really scares me to death is the fact that
| oo could be taken in, not by this subject, but by
similar propaganda ab-ut some other tople about which
| am not so well informed. 1f “eekend Horld, This Week
or Yorld In Action were to present a case to me that
all was now eell in, say, Chile, and that all human
rights had been restored, and that the democratic pro-
cess was back In operation, then |'d peobably believe
them, thus remaining blind to the mass torturings
and atrocities that are still golng on. That sickens
me: the fact that | could be manipulated to that ex-
tent and yet remain ignorant of 11,

hnother example occurs as | write, The debate
about the validity or otherwise of the National Front's
stand on race engendered a lot of comment in the
press. The Daily Mail, famous for factual investig-
ative journalism like the Leyland slush-fund affair,
did a series reveallng the "true facts about fmmig-
ration”, They featured an article about a man who
was raised in some part of London, then moved away,
and who had come back to view the changes. He was
reported as saying that the changes were all f r the
worse and that the natural charm and camaradie of his
birthplace had been destroyed by dirty, violent,
antisocial immigramts. A sobering thought, at least
it is until one of the London Evening papers 1nvest-
igated this story and found that the guy who had

been interviewed had never, ever Tived in that part of
London. Could it have been that there never was

such a person and that the story had been concocted by
a staff reporter following editorfal directive?
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Another EVENT: o

E.STERCON (13 - 16 April 1878,) The Dragonara Hetel,
Leeds. Contact Alan Dosey, cfo 20 Hermitage Woods Crese
cent, St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 UE.

The TEACHING SF S.CIETY formed by a group of SF read~
ers § teachers who intend to actively use SF in the
classroom. lienbership costs £1 per yoar plus ACTIVITY.
Secretary: Keith Walker, 2 Daisy Bank Rd. lancaster,
Lancse

There is a possibility that the BBC may be making &~
miniscriss oyt of 3ob Tucker's YEAR OF THE QUIET SUn,

Hark (Luke Skywalker) Hamnil1's new role is In CURVETTE
SUWHER, "a romantic comedy about a high school student
a girl and a car.

Hospltals 1n the USA are facing a shortage of organs
for transplants ans believe the hit horror mavie CCHA
{in which doctors murder healthy young hospital pat-
Yents to sell t eir organs on the black market) may
be to blane.

Isaac Asimov has called for mure saving of energy on a

voluntary hasls before rationing becomes necessary.
000000000

BSFA SERVICES, ..,

Information Service: Dr Roger G11lbert, Dept. of Genetics

Unfversity College of Swances, Singleton Park, Swansea
For that question you can't answer,

liagazine Chain: Keith Fre.man, 260 Wykemah Rd., BERKS,

The Crbiter: (A postal writers! workshop) Rog Pile,
86 Trenoweth Estate, %orth Country, Redruth, Cornuall.

Distributfon & Duplication (1f you are thinking of
producing your own fanzine) Contact Keith Freeman,
address above, for details,

0000{i0000

Partly news/partly Tettercol overflow: Peter Pinto, 42
Breakspear Rd, London sek 1LL writesie

For those in the Lancaster area, Lancaster Comnunity
nroject 784 Pennp St. Lancaster (0524 63021) has a fully
working roneo and sell wax stencils, carbon stencils &
duplicating paper at reasonable prices. SH:GLE STEP
R0CKSHOP in the same warehouse ncw needs a new SF persos
They're not cedering or re-crdering any SF, and haven't
for 3 months, since | Teft, Can be fun to work with: the
group running the shop owns & controls 1t} [ work (part
time) for Hamlyn as SF person, First 2 of my advice are
THE MAKE HIFT RLCKET (Poul Anderson) and FURY (Henry
Kuttnet) | know *blush* FURY has been around before
but they listened to the publishers & agents. We'll be
doing a lot more Kuttner,




